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COULDANEW 
ERA OF FRACKING, 
DREDGING AND 
POLLUTING SINK 
THE DELAWARE 
RIVER FOR GOOD? 

BY SAMANTHA M ELAM ED 



SCAN FOR A 
STORE NEAR YOU. 



NOT ALL SNUS 
IS CREATED EQUAL. 



WIM product cap 

ij pqunlpf 

It i 



Made and imported from Sweden, General^Snus is 100% authentic 
Swedish snus, with the quality, flavor and full-on tobacco satisfaction that make it 
the # 1 selling snus in the world. See why not all snus is created equal. 

Go to GeneralSnus.com for special offers and more. 
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WARNING: This product is not a 
safe alternative to cigarettes. 
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SUSQUEHANNA BANK CENTER INDOOR THEATER 

TICKETS ON SALE THIS FRIDAY AT. 1 DAM! 

i BUY AT ALLTICKETMASTER OUTLETS, 1-800-745-3000, 

SUSQUEHANNA BANK CENTER BOX OFFICE [1 HARBOUR BLVD. CAMDEN, NJ) 
fi. LIVE NATION BOX OFFICE [1 1 1 PRESIDENTIAL BLVD. BALA CYNWYD, PA) 


VISIT VIPNATION.COM TD GET 
YOUR ULTIMATE MEGADETH 
FAN PACKAGE NOW. 


TH1 RT3EN 

AVAILABLE NOW WWW.MEGADETH.COM • WWW.iMOTORHEAD.COM 




4ST Hi 


BILLY 

SMITH 

Attorney At Law 

/ WANT TO TALK TO MY LAWYER! 
Say the words - make the call. 
"Experienced, Aggressive Criminal 
Defense Counsel” 


SOCIETY HILL LOAN 

PHILLY'S PAWN SHOP 

Gold 8 Silver. Collectibles. Antiques. Musical 
Instuments. Cameras, Electronics 
Check Cashing - Money Orders - Money Gram Agent 
We Buy Gift Cards 
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the holidays at the 

ANNENBERG CENTER 


BUY 3 OR MORE SHOWS FROM THE 
11/12 SEASON AND SAVE UP TO 15%! 


Danu 

Christmas in Ireland 
DEC 2 


Spanish Harlem 
Orchestra 

Salsa Navidad 
DEC 3 


Champions of 
the Dance 

DEC 15-18 

Starring Jonathan Roberts and 
Anna Trebunskaya from ABC's 
Dancing with the Stars' 


AnnenbergCenter.org 215.898.3900 [J 

Tickets start at $20! 
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by Amtrak and SEPTA. Ghosts are asked 


[- 5 ] AMuslimmandaimshewasfiredbyan 
areaWhole Foodsforhis religious beliefs, 
and was harassed while he worked there. 
"See, I told you they hire Muslims," say 
the first five callers Michael Smerconish 
tooktoday. 


[ 0 ] Ten Occupy Phillyprotesters are arrested 
ataComcast Center sit-in, Signsincluded 
“ Stop calling me about the Xfi nity Triple 
Play" and "A landline?Areyoushitting me 
right now?" 


J- ■] J Awomanisshoppingaroundphotosofa 
supposedly naked Michael Vick to media 
outlets. Poor guy. You couldn’t club a 
Chihuahua with that thing. 

[ - "j ] Neighbors starta pebtion to prevent R n- 
nigansWake from buildinga "three-story 
outdoor bararea.”“Thinkofthe upside," 
argues leprechaun proprietor Tricksy 0 . 
Finnigan. "Ybur lawns will be flush with 
tube tops and earrings. And, why, I bet 
you could make a small fortune panning 
the Goldschlager vomit." 

[ - 1 ] According to a fortwsmagazine survey, 
MichaelVick is the "mostdisliked" player 
in the NFL Still the most likable guy in 
Forbes, though. 

r+4] TwoprotesterswhometatOccupyPhilly 
get married at City Hall. And in just eight 
months well see the first Occupy birth! 

[+5] The3600blockofMarvineisnamedthe 
city's best "dean block.” The ticker tape 
parade wasabad call. 


r- 3 ] A Philadelphia Parking Authority employee 
says she was pressured by her supervi- 
sor to buy tickets to a Republican fund- 
raiser, something PPA has been accused 
of before. It's abuse of power like this 
that has kept the mayor's office and City 
Council firmly under Republican control 
for decades 


[-10] Boxing legend Joe Frazier dies. 

This week's total: -15 I Last week's total: 7 
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VICTORY LAP 

Philly’s Election Day hangover brings 
just a few surprises. By Isaiah Thompson 

A s late morning turned to early afternoon on Tuesday — 

Election Day, that is — the Famous 4th Street Delicatessen 
filled with the city’s political elite, in accordance with a now- 
decades-long tradition in which elected officials, candidates, politi- 
cos and reporters break bread together in a collective, congenial 
homage to die democratic process. 

“These are all great people, people who are trying to make this 
city better,” said a visibly touched David Auspitz, the former 
owner of the Famous, who has attended every Election Day gath- 
ering since they began in 1982. “And wh ate ver the politics are, 
today they just come in and have a good time together. That s what 

Old and young. Democrat and Republican — even candidates 
in direct competition with each other — all seemed to leave their 
different affiliations and distinctions behind at the deli’s swinging 
doors to sit down as equals. 

But, for all the good cheer, Tuesday in fact marked as bloody a 
political battle as the city has seen in years. 

Sure, the mayor’s race was a given (Mayor Michael Nutter 
claimed just shy of 75 percent of the vote). But at stake on Tuesday 
was more than that. For one thing, there’s the looming internal 
vote for presidency of City Council — which will determine, among 


other things, the success Nutter can expect during his next four 
years. Then there’s the future of the ailing Philly Republican 
machine, whose boss, Michael Meehan, saw his power challenged 
on multiple fronts on Election Day. And if you believe those who 
argue that the city's Republican and Democratic machines are 
really one and the same, you might say the whole dang decades- 
long structure of Philadelphia political power was under siege. 

A war is on, and if you looked past the foot-high pastrami on 
Tuesday, you could see the switchblades. 

John “Johnny Doc” Dougherty, boss of the powerful International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 98, whose 

finances have made and unmade many 
a Philadelphia political candidate, 
brandished his own weapon for all to 
see: fliers, hundreds of them, slam- 
ming Republican at-large City Council 
candidate David Oh. As he worked the 
‘00m, Dougherty didn’t just hand out 
ies in thick stacks, 
le under fire — just a few months 
after winning a punishing victory over his opponents in the city’s 
Republican primary in May — when a series of articles suggested 
he mischaracterized his military career. Later, a small group of 
veterans staged a public shaming of Oh. Around the same time, 
anonymous (and therefore illegal) campaign fliers calling Oh a 
“faker” began to appear. The fliers, as this author observed in last 
week’s print edition ( and on our blog. The Naked City ), proved 
beyond a doubt that someone was funding a smear campaign 


It was the 
bloodiest 
battle in 
years. 

the fliers — he made delivi 
as you may recall, ca 


[ can occupy wherever it wants ] 


a million stories 

+ SPELL CHECK 

Among those vying for a seat on the City Commissioners this elec- 
tion cycle, according to sample ballots in the Inquirer and Public 
Record, was one A1 Schmid it [sic] . And that had A1 Schmidt, the 
anti-machine Republican squaring off against incumbent 
Joseph Dud a, more than a little irritated. 

"Ahh, the rush of pride when you firstseeyourname on the 
official sample ballot . . . misspelled by the City Commissioners,” 
Schmidt posted on his Facebook wall, sparking a social network- 
ing feud between Schmidt and the City Commissioners office, 
which manages elections. 

The original election materials were correct, Commissioners offi- 
cial Timothy Dowling commented back. The Philadelphia newspa- 
pers altered the CORRECT proofs without permission for spac- 
ing needs. . . . Grow up be a man and admit you are wrong." 

He suggested that any interested parties should come by his office 
to inspect the official documents, rather than go by “an altered ad 
by a broke joke of a newspaper." 

Mark Block, vice president of Philadelphia Media Network, which 
owns said newspaper, took responsibility for the error when alerted 
by City Paper . “ We had to rebuild the ad,” he says, because it didn't 
fit the paper. He pledged a correction. 

It is unclear whether any Philadelphia politicians, officials or jour- 
nalists were de-friend ed during t he melee. —Daniel Denvk- 

+ STAYING POWER 

Mayor Michael Nutter has allowed Occupy Ph illy to continue 


unmolested. But he has also made it clear that the protest tent 
city must move in the coming month, when construction to 
rebuild Dilworth Plaza is slated to begin. For their part, protesters 
h ave debated whether to comply, a "radical caucus" put for- 
ward a proposal to stay at City Hall for good. 

Occupy’s General Assembly (GA) will debate the matter on 
Friday. But activist Chris Goldstein says that whether each pro- 
tester chooses to stay will in the end be a personal choice 
since the GA isn’t a governing body: There’s a lot of autonomy in 
Occupy Philly. Tm not sure ifa vote at the GAwill make anydiffer- 
ence. People can occupy wherever they want." 

A GA vote to stay could prove divisive. Some demonstrators 
want to avoid conflict with the city. Others are waiting for input 
from unions and people with disabilities, since the renovations 
will, among other things, make the plaza wheelchair accessible. 

Some activists have criticized the project as a privatized 
bourgeois redevelopment scheme. But it will also create 
jobs and improve accessibility — and it might just be a nice public 
works project 

“Igetthewhole problem with an ice skating rink and privati- 
zation of the space, but you're also keeping people from having jobs," 
says one activist who did not want to be named.“And that’s not cool." 


+ DOWN TO EARTH 

An article on Earthships, buildings made of organic and 
recycled materials (A Million Stories, “The MotherShip," 
Oct. 20), stated that the builder of a local Earthship greenhouse 
planned to offer seedlings to City Harvest. That is not the case. 
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hall onitor 


HAWK THE VOTE 

prestochangO! Hall Montor has stumbled 
on the answer to America's — Philly s, at least — 
problem of voter apathy. Instead of making citizens 
schlep to the poUs.justcount their votes by default! 
They canshow up and un- vote if they want to bolher 
—otherwise, thanks forcasting" yourballot! 

That's effectively whatCounciman FrankDiCicco 
has decreed shall happen in the part of his district 
known as Chinatown Noth or Callowhill. where one 
group of residents is frantica lly trying to assem ble 
enough " no” votes to overturn a 7 percent property 
tax hike (favored by adifferent group of residents) 
that will otherwise be implemented by default. 

I speak of courseabout the simmering controver- 
sy over the proposed Neighborhood Improvement 
District (NID) that would stretch from Vine to Cal- 
lowhill and Broad to Eighth. The proponents of the 
NIDwanttobeableto tax themselves — and their 
neighbors — an extra 7 percent for enhanced ser- 
vices that they say the neighborhood ne eds. 

Certainly, DiCicco agrees. He made no secret of 
| hiscontemptforthe local resistance to this NID by 
residents (many butnotallAsianAmerican) who 
oppose paying a tax to a g roup th ey don 1 feel rep- 
resents them. When one group of Asian- American 
activists voiced concern over a particular housing 
development full of low-income seniors at a public 
hearing, DiCicco simply carved the block in question 
out of the NID. “Vbu wanted out you got out! ” he 
chided the group, apparently dumbfounded that 
opposition should still exist 

He shouldnT be. By excising that block. DiCicco 
also happened to eliminate a number of potential 
“no” votes to the NID — whichwill go into effectby 
default unless anti-NI D organizers can collect the 
signatures of more than 51 percent of residents, or 
holders of 51 percent of the total property value in 
the district within 45 days. It s an unusual system, 
one that places the burden on those against the 
creation of an entity, ratherthan those for it 

If they toil, the lax will have been imposed against 
the will of a signiflcantporbon of the neighborhood 
— not by a demonstrable majority, but bya default 
process. That will be largely thanks to the custom 
ol “councilmanic prerogative." which gives each 
Council member king-like powers over his or her 
district. And that should give DiCicco, along with the 
well-meaning proponents of this idea, pause. 

They may Indeed have numbers behind them, 
but. unlike their opponents — and unlike everybody 
who bothered to vote on Tuesday — they don t 
have to prove it 

* Send feedback to isaiab. lbowpson@citypaper.net 
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♦ Victory Lap 

«< coitnuea from page B 


against Oh. 

The possible motivations were many, from per- 
son al grudges to the veiy battle for Council presi- 
dency. A candidate independent of the Republican 
machine. Oh posed a clear and present danger to 
a plan by Dougherty, long in the works, to prevent 
Councilwoman Marian B.Tascofrom assuming 
the Council presidency and potentially stymie 
Nutter and the alliances backing him (Tasco 
is favored by Nutter, her presumed opponent, 
Councilman Darrell L. Clarke, is not). 

A few days after the publication of that article, 
new fliers appeared, this time bearing a signature: 
Philadelphia Phuture, a political action commit- 
tee (PAC) controlled by Dougherty. 

Congenial a man as Dougherty may be, there 
seemed to be something particularly appeal- 
ing about him Tuesday morning at tire Famous, 
where just about everyone who showed up found 
themselves at one point with Doc’s generous 
arm around them. There was Joe McColgan, 
who is also running for at-large City Council 
against Oh, and who’s received the support of 
Dougherty’s union; Bobby Henon, who declared 
during the primaries that he would not vote for 
Tasco for president; Councilman Bill Green, 
who’s received substantial donations from IBE W 
Local 98; Councilman and would-be Council 
President Clarke himself; and Councilman 
Curtis Jones Jr., who recently declared his sup- 
port for Clarke. 

But that wasn’t the only brawl in the works on 
Tuesday. 

For years, a small band of Philadelphia 
Republicans has been staging an insurgency 
against its own party leadership, namely GOP 
boss Mike Meehan. In May, Republican insurgent 
John Featherman broke ranks and ran against 
Karen Brown, the machine's choice, for mayor. 
Featherman lost but not by much. Another 
Republican insurgent, Al Schmidt who chal- 
lenged longtime party loyalist Joe Duda for a seat 
with the City Commissioners, advanced to the 
general election. 

The City Commissioners office, which oversees 
elections, is both a source of life-giving patronage 
for the Republican party and a potentially influen- 
tial force at the polls. It may not sound as glamor- 
ous as mayor, but Schmidt's attempt to seize the 
seat from Duda amounted to a serious challenge 
to the city s political machine. 

ByTuesday evening, all the cheer had worn off 
and left a naked, clawing fight to the finish. 

The effort against Oh had gone from covert to 
overt: That afternoon, the Daily News suggested 
(and Dougherty declined to confirm or deny) that 
Dougherty had spent some $100,000 — a huge 
sum in local elections — to defeat Oh. 

And it seemed to be working: As results began 
trickling in. Republican Dennis O'Brien was out 
ahead in first place for one of two Republican 
at-large Council seats. And Oh — who had fin- 
ished first in the primary election — began to fall 
into third, behind Republican machine pick Al 


Taubenberger, to the dismay of 
those gathered at Oh's election 
night party at McGillin's Olde 
Ale House. 

“Johnny Doc did a hit job on 
him,” explained one supporter 
quietly to his wife. 

A few miles away at the 
Schmidt campaign party, the 
mood was markedly different. 
Schmidt started ahead of Duda 
and stayed there, his lead only 

When Schmidt finally addressed 
the giddy crowd atabout 10 p.m., 
he sounded downright revolu- 
tionary: “Our opposition tried 
to ‘deal’ their way to victory. . . . 
They can throw as many merce- 
naries against us as they want 
— it doesn’t matter." 

And then, amid the applause, 
a clamor began to grow from the 
corner, where a few laptops held 
the ongoing vote count: David 


“Meehan 
lost control 
of the Com- 
missioners. 
This is huge.” 


Oh had suddenly lurched ahead 
of his opponent. 

CP raced back to the Oh party, 
encountering a highly excited 
John Featherman en route. 

“[Republican party boss] 
Meehan just lost control of the 
Commissioners seat — if he 
loses to David Oh now, that 
means that people who run for 
office will no longer have to go 
get his help,” Featherman said 
breathlessly. “This is huge." 

The Oh gathering, mean- 
while, had gone from morbid 
to giddy. The room was packed 
with what must have been the 
most diverse political gather- 
ing in Philly that night white, 
black, Asian, Latino, immigrant, 
Philly native — all suddenly 
contemplating the possibility of 
an unexpected victory. 

As of press time. Oh was ahead, 
but the vote was too close to call 
— which, in a sense, says a lot. 
(isaiah.thompson@citypaper.net) 
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Your new windows could cost less 
- than your monthly cable bill. 



FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER 



PAYMENTS AS LOW AS © 

$104 A MONTH! 


SAVE 20% ON YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER 


The windows you've always wanted for monthly 
payments as low as $104'. 

Never before have we offered financing this great! In our current economy, 
some folks have put off replacing their windows, but with monthly payments 
as low as $104, you can't afford to put it off any longer. This will be the winter 
that your home will be warmer, and your heating bills will be lower. 


Book your FREE Window Diagnosis now, before the fall rush. 

1 - 866 - 730-3183 

GreatestWindowNow.com 




IT TOOK HALF A CENTU RY 
TO BRING THE DELAWARE 
RIVER BACK TO LIFE. 
NOW, A NEW GENERATION 

of Threats could put 

IT AT RISK ONCE AGAIN. 

BY SAMANTHA MELAMED 


in the river’s estuary. 

Now, a growing number of scientists, 
environmentalists and civic leaders 
worry that the rivers arc under siege 

Depending on the results of a Nov. 21 
meeting of the Delaware River Basin 
Commission (DRBC), die interstate body 
that oversees the river, the end of a drill- 
ing moratorium could pave the way for 
some 15,000 wells to be scattered across 
the Delaware’s watershed. Farther 
south, a dredging prqject that has envi- 


said. “Rivers aren't just flowing bodies of 
water. They are a ceaseless creatorofjobs 
. . . [and that] can continue as long as these 
rivers run fine and deep.’ 

From Corbett's point of view, a river 
appears as a limitless economic resource 
rather than an ecosystem or even a 
vital source of drinking water ( as the 
Delaware is for 15 million people) that 
merits vigilant protection. 

Advocates say that’s a philosophy that 
puts the river, and therefore our well- 
being, atrisk. 


SOLD DOWN 

THE RIVER 


On the Philadelphia Water Department(PWD) 
website, you can enter your street address and 
find out which watershed — and, therefore, which 
river — your drinking water is harvested from. But 
then, m ay be you’d rather not know. 

After all, your first option is the Schuylkill, 
which, according to the PWD’s own Rivereast 
forecasting site, is unsafe for swimming about 40 
percent of the time. The river is also threatened by 
upstream development that increases phosphorus, 
nitrogen and bacterial runoff during rainstorms, 
not to mention pharmaceuticals and other chemi- 
cals not adequately processed by upstream waste- 
water treatment plants. 

On the other hand, there's the Delaware River, lined with increasingly dense devel- 
opment, as well as factories, oil refineries and shipping ports. Baxter, Phi llv’s lone 
Delaware River water treatment plant, processes 60 percent of fire city's drinking water, 
200 million gallons a day. The 102-year-old plant is the last line of defense against a 
growing litany ofthreats to the Delaware: chemical pollution, nutrient runoff, the over- 
flow of untreated sewage, seawater intrusion — and, perhaps soon, any byproducts of 
gas drillingin the Marcellus shale, which underlies 36 percent of the watershed. 

Things used to be much worse. It took 60 year's to clean up these two rivers: The 
Schuylkill once ran almost black with coal dust; and as recently as the 1940s the 
Delaware was an open sewer, a public health threat and a punch line. Back then, they 
say, you could smell the river from an airplane. It peeled the paint clean off boats and 
made dockworkere ill. FDR feared its fumes were corroding military radar installations 



ronmentalists (and some mainstream 
politicians) enraged seems ready to 
resume, thanks to a $15 million funding 
infusion from the Philadelphia Regional 
Port Authority. That deepening, in turn, 
could be key to jumpstarting the planned 
Southport Marine Terminal project 
— which would fill in seven acres of wet- 
lands and 33 acres of open water. Nearby, 
at the Philadelphia International 
Airport, expansion plans call forfilling in 
another24.5 acres of the river, plus more 
than 80 acres of wetlands. And those are 
just the majorprojects. 

At an October waterways symposium, 
Gov. Tom Corbett summed up one way of 
looking at a river: not even as a commod- 
ity but as a means by which commodities 
can be got It’s a way of thinking that 
presumes a river, like a highway, can only 
benefit from being expanded or rerouted 
to suit traffic and development 

“If our country is a living body, these riv- 
ers are its veins. They connect ourdties 
through industry. That’s why we need to 
maintain them, to develop them," Corbett 


■* IN THE 19TH CENTURY, the Dela- 
ware River was not only the lifeblood of 
Philadelphia’s shipping trade, but also 
host to an Atlantic sturgeon caviar indus- 
try thatwas, at its peak in the 1890s, the 
largest in the world. 

But by the turn of the 20th century, 
thatindustry had all but disappeared, a 
victim of over-harvesting. 

“People took very serious advantage of 
the river, to the point where the river start- 
ed to die," says Maya van Rossum, head of 
the Delaware Riverkeeper Network. 

With the Industrial Revolution, pollu- 
tion of the Delaware began in earnest. 

“By World War H, the horrible stink- 
ing condition of the river was a threat to 
national security," says Jonathan Sharp, 
a University of Delaware professor of 
oceanography. “It used to emanate a rot- 
ten -egg odor of hydrogen su lfide in the 
summer, because there was almost no 
oxygen in the water.” 

The stretch of the Delaware nearPhilly 
became a dead zone, and its confluence 
with the coal-clogged Schuylkill, where 



only seven species offish survived, didn’t help. 

Only once the situation became untenable did government begin issuingand enforc- 
ing the laws that would chart the course for the river’s slow, painful revival. 

The river’s flow was the first to be reguluted, following interstate water wars in the 
early 20th century. Now, the Delaware is managed via controlled reservoir releases over- 
seen by a U.S. Geological Survey-appointed Delaware River Master and by the DRBC. 

Water quality improved later. The Clean Water Act in 1972 spurred important 
upgrades to municipal sewage treatment plants. And in 1992, the DRBC acted to 
protect the upper reaches of the river with a Special Protection Waters designation. 

As well, the PWDhas implemented a proactive source water protection program to 
manage everything from upstream wastewater treatment to farming practices to the 
migration stops of geese. 

Of course, i mpro verae nt is rel ative. Sure, there are now 48 varieties of fish in the 
Schuylkill. But there are also, says van Rossum, more than a dozen species in the 
Delaware River Estuary that are too toxic to eat. And last October, the Atlantic sturgeon 
th at spawn in the Delaware and Hudson rivers were proposed for listing as an endan- 
gered species. Dewayne Fox, a Delaware State University professor who has been study- 
ing the sturgeon, estimates that there are only about 300 left in the river. 

“The tidal portion in the Philadelphia area has had one of the most remarkable 
improvements of any similarsystem in the world," Sharp says. “And that shows we 
need to be especially cautious of what happens next." 

WHAT’S NEXT COULD be natural gas drilling, proposed at some 2,200 sites in the 


Delaware River basin, as far south as 
Allentown. An estimated 15,000 to 18,000 
wells would use the technique of hydrau- 
lic fracturing, or fracking, in which a pro- 
prietary cocktail of chemically enhanced 
water is forced into the ground to drive 
gas stores to the surface. 

Across Pennsylvania, debate has been 
swirling around this relatively young tech- 
nology: its carbon footprint, greenhouse 
gas emissions, arguable economics and air 
pollution concerns. Now, for the first time, 
the war over fradringhas come home to 
Philly — by way of the Delaware River. 

As to what impact a gas boom could 
have on the river, the short answer is: No 
one knows. 

“There’s a little bit of study that’s been 
done, and a lot to be worried about,” says 
Robert Howarth, professor of environ- 
mental biology at Cornell University and 
a co-founder of Physicians Scientists and 
Engineers for Healthy Energy, a group 
formed to bring scientific expertise into 
the shale gas drilling debate. Fracking 
research — including a water impact 
assessment still ongoingby the US. 
Environmental Protection Agency ( EPAI 


can interact with the chlorine that cities 
use to rid water of microorganisms, result- 
ing in “nasty brominated compounds" that 
are highly toxic. 

“There are a lot of different compounds 
I would definitely consider a public 
health risk,” Howarth says — com- 
pounds municipal water treatment 
plants can’t currently remove. “The 
treatment you might use to get those out 
of the drinking water supply would be 
extraordinarily expensive." 

Not everyone is so worried. For one, 
the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) says its 
tests have found no evidence of radioac- 
tive materials in water from fracking. 
Former DEP Secretary John Hanger, 
who oversaw the creation of many 
fracking regulations, says that given 
Pennsylvania’s current laws he sees no 
serious threat to municipal water sup- 
plies. “Gas drilling in Pennsylvania is not 
a top-five impact on water,” he adds. 

As to how frack water could make its 
way into the river, drilling opponents fear 
spills, imperfect wastewater treatment 
and brazen illegal du mping. Howarth 


“THERE ARE A LOT OF 
COMPOUNDS USED 

IN FRACKING THAT I 
WOULDCONSIDERA 
PUBLIC HEALTH RISK.” 


— is in its infancy, he says, and that’s 
what concerns him. 

As regards the Delaware basin, he says, 
“I ft) ink it would be crazy to proceed with 
shale gas development until the EPA 
issues its report.” 

Watersheds where fracking has already 
taken place have become early test cases. 
Among the chemicals found in fracking 
waste that could threaten water systems 
are, he says, scientists have found ben- 
zene, a carcinogen; volatile hydrocarbons 
and radioactive radium, uranium and 
radon; and barium and bromide, which 


says just 3 percent of fracking waste was 
recycled in Pennsylvania in 2010. “A por- 
tion of it is purposely used as a de-icer 
dumped on roads in the winter, and that’s 
a terrible idea,"he says. “Alarge part of 
the waste is simply unaccounted for." 

Hanger argues that, with new drilling 
wastewater management standards, 
our waterways are better protected than 
they were when drilling began — but he 
admits that keeping staffing levels up 
to enforce rules will be vital. It will also 
be cha llenging, given that Gov. Corbett 




— who campaigned on a pledge not to tax drill- 
ing — has substantially slashed the DEFs bud- 
get. This fiscal year, it's $135 million, a little more 
than half of what it was a decade ago. 

Even if today 1 s rules are enforced, over time 
concrete and steel well casings are expected to 
give out, creating numerous underground leaks over the next century. 

"The issue is not from one natural gas well leaking two or three months after incep- 
tion," says Michel Boufadel, an environmental engineering professor at Temple. “The 
concern is what happens 25 or 50 years from now. . . . There’s room fora big surprise." 

Christopher Crockett, PWD’s deputy commissioner for planning and environmen- 
tal services, says he's watching developments closely, but believes DRBC s proposed 
controls could be sufficient. The PWD is, however, taking proactive measures, such as 
pushing for drillers to join its early warning system. Tm not going to wait for someone in 
Harrisburg to protect Philadelphia's water supply," says Crockett. “Tm going to do it and 
make sure we’re safe." 

k* THE FEAR OF radioactive, flammable water, dramatic as it is, has overshadowed 
another potential problem with fracking: the hundreds of millions of gallons of water 
that would have to be removed from the river for flacking to take place. 

Remember, the Delaware Riveris alreadyin adelicate balance, managed only through 
die grace of federal bureaucracy. 

“There are definitely times when water is in short supply, and that would be dur- 
ing times of drought," says Gary Puulachok, deputy Delaware River Master. “Since we 
haven't had a drought for 10 years, it’s not foremost on people's minds." 

Perhaps it should be, given the extreme weather climate change is expected to usher 
in. When there's less water, the salt line — the place where seawater rushes in to meet 
the Delaware — seeps upriver. In a severe drought in the 1960s, the salt line came within 
eight miles of the Baxter water intake. A long-term northward surge would notonly dev- 
astate freshwater habitats, but also turn the city’s drinking water to brine. 


PROTECTING OURSOURCES: 
PWD's Christopher Crockett and 
source water protection manager 
Kelly Anderson, near the Baxter water 
intake, work to keep the rivers clean. 


Thatveiy real threat to Philly's drink- 
ing water is something die PWD is 
reviewing actively — particularly given 
the prospect of global warming. 

“I would not be surprised if sea level 
rise would have a negative impact onus, 
and well have to find a way to mitigate 
that,” says Crockett. That could mean 



increasingother controlled water releases 
to flush the salt line downriver. 


In the short term.though, there are 
other factors that could hasten the shift of 
the salt line. Among them: the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers' $300 million effort 
to deepen the river's 102-mile shipping 
channel from 40 to 45 feet 

The prqject, on hold afterthe first 12- 
mile stretch was completed in 2010, could 
resume this month, according to Ed Voigt, 
an Army Corps spokesman — over the 
protests of environmentalists and the 
New Jersey DEP. 

In addition to the effect on the salt line 
(which Voigt describes as “marginal") 
and to economic questions — the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office has 
twice audited the project, essentially 


go down another 5 (feet), you have much 
olderdeposition, from when we had very 
littie effluent regulation passed, and nasty 
things going into the water that don't go in 
today. So you’re dredging toxic materials.” 

THE WAY FOX diagnoses the possible 
fate of the Delaware is, “death by a thou- 

For example, beyond dredging and frack- 
ing, Southport and the airport, there’s 
the march of development and, with it, 
deforestation.The city has been looking to 
manage that risk since the 1800s, when 
it purchased Fh irmoun t Pa rk specifically 
to protect Philadelphia's drinking water. 
Population pressures are especially a con- 
cern in the fast-growing counties around 
the Schuylkill, which is, after all, also part 
of the Delaware watershed. There, the 
PWD has identified 6,300 at-risk acres 
as potential conservation lands that are 
important to our water quality. 

Deforestation impacts the river dur- 
ing heavy rains, when it makes for more 
and faster runoff. That can cause major 
floods, as the Delaware River saw each 
year in 2004, 2005 and 2006. 


A LONG-TERM SHIFT 

IN THE SALT LINE 

COULD TURNOUR 
DRINKINGWATER 


TO BRINE. 


over the impact on freshwater habitats. 
Fox says dredging poses clear risks to 
sturgeon and other river creatures. 
According to Sharp, it's a case of eco- 



“(The deepening) has not had a logical, 
independent, objective study. If s a mili- 
tary attack as opposed to an environmen- 
tal assessment," he argues. For example, 
Voigt says that channel deepening is no 
different from the maintenance dredg- 
ing that currently keeps the Delaware at 
its 40-foot depth. Sharp argues: “If you 


into the river, such as fertilizers, pes- 
ticides and other chemicals, according 
to Thomas Fikslin, manager of model- 
ing, monitoring and assessment for the 
DRBC. As a result, finding the source of 
toxins like PCBs and DDT in our water- 
ways is a constant sleuthingjob for regu- 
lators. And, keeping up with all the new 
contaminants is nearly impossible. 

“Back when they enacted the Clean 
Water Act in the '70s, they identified 
about 130 toxic pollutants," Fikslin says. 
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SOLD DOWN 


THE RIVER 


The problem is, there are thousands of chemicals introduced every year." 

And, it gets grosser. “Pennsylvania leads the nation in raw sewage going into streams,” 
Hanger says. During even moderate rains in Philadelphia, more than a third of all com- 
bined stormwater and sewage runs untreated into die river. (Through a groundbreaking 
$1.2 billion program, the PWD is looking to change that by creating green infrastructure 
that will absorb stormwater. ) 

But as much as the PWD is doing to improve stormwater management, projects like 
the airport expansion or the Southport Marine Terminal could do even more damage, 
van Rossum argues. “If we start tilling our river in at the edges, we will have dramatic 
effects both short term and long term,” she says. “Look at what happened in New 
Orleans when die wedands were decimated. Those wetlands are an important buffer." 


•» DURINGTHE PUBLIC comment period on the DRBC’s proposed fracking regula- 
tions, scientists, activists, officials and citizens submitted 69,000 comments, many of 
them impassioned warnings against fracking's unknown impacts. 

The Pennsylvania DEP, on the other hand, wrote to say the proposed rules were redun- 
dant and should be scaled back. 

State Rep. Babette Josephs was among those pushing for tighte r regulation. She says her 
constituents are “frantic’Tlie problem, she says, is “our governor is not interested in regu- 


lating his friends' and generous campaign 
contributors in the natural gas industry. 

In October, Philadelphia City Council 
resolved to support a lawsuit seeking to 
block fracking until an environmental 
impact study can be done. Councilwoman 
Blonde 11 Reynolds Brown, who has been 
active in pushing bade on fracking, says 
that, from “the little chair that I sit in here 
on City Council” all she can do is register 
her protest. “We havea leaderwho has 

fracking; the prospects are not optimistic.” 

So far. Mayor Michael Nutter opted not 
to order the city's legal department to j oin 
in the lawsuit, which was fried by New 
York’s attorney general. 

Van Rossum argues the same forces 
are at work on many of the issues bear- 
ing down on the Delaware. “It’s the Army 
Corps and the commonwealth teaming 
up, once again on Southport, just like 
they’re doing on deepening, just like 
they're doing on gas drilling where they're 


teaming up through the DRBC, to grease 
the wheels for industiy to run roughshod 
over our community, and Philadelphia's 
caughtin the middle of it." 

On Nov. 21, hundreds of demonstrators 
are going to the DRBC meetingin Trenton 
to protest the acceptance of regulations 
that would end the moratorium on drill- 
ing in the Delaware River basin. Van 
Rossum hopes — but doesn't really seem 
to expect — that it will be the moment 
that turns the tide for the Delaware River 
There will be enough protestere to send a 
message; the question is whether anyone 
in power will be listening. 

If not, Josephs warns, Pennsylvania 
could be doomed to repeat its environ- 
mental histoiy. 

The southwest of the state is full of coal 
slug. The natural environment is polluted 
and isn’t recovering because we didn't 
monitor the coal mining industry,” she 
says. “When will we leam?” 

(samantha<&eitypaper.n et) 
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partings and SWEET sorrows, here we 
come: Ned Gaudette longtimedirector of market- 
ing for theTrocadero in Chinatown, is leaving his 
post “Fifteen years is my limit” laughs Gaudette, 
whoismovingtoNYCwffli hisgirlfriend on Nov. 15. 
Tmdefinitely going b miss theTroc, Philly, you and 
all the hostof crazy cool people I've had a chance 
to get to kn ow over th e years. " An yon e who 's had 
a drink, or 1 2, with the delightful Mr. Gaudette or 
watched him sing during G ung Show karaoke 
will miss him. >■ Michael Lessner is known in 
Philly asaone-time top-notch local rockphotogra- 
pher (hes all over Larry Magid s My Soul's Been 
Psychedelidzed) national label A&Rand PRguy 
(mostly the CapitolZEMI fold) and. for the last 20 
years, one of Live Nation's evil masterminds. After 
this, though, he'll probably be known as Raquel 
Lessner s dad. She and USC studentAubrey Seider 
are the designing co-owners of the STRUT-THIS 
line of leggings and woikout gearwith an 80s New 
Wave edge. Rachel grew up here and spends sum- 
mers in Philly, but she's a student at the University 
of Arizona. The youngest kids in the Kardashian 
hype machine dan — Kendall and Kylie Jenner 
— started Facebooking howmuch they love their 
STRUT-THIS gear, andsaleshave shot through the 
roof. ► The still-unopened Hop Sing Laundromat 
hasbroughtin Daniel Ostroff-designed seating 
with antique wooden elements more than 100 
years old. ►Fes6-r-usth6weekend.Weirdoguitar 
noodler Tim Motzer joins fore es with the <fldget> 
perf-danzcompositioncrew. Gemini Wolf(member 
Michael McDermott debuts his opera Pangaea 
Nov. 1 1 .see right) and Nicole Bindler Nov. 11-13 
at 1 714 N. Mascher for the Fall Experimental 
Music Fest Farther south in Old City, Nov. 11-12, 
the Let’s Make a Ruckus! Festival takes over 
Painted Bride. Nicole Connor. Erik Ransom and 
Messapotamia Lefae are among the under- 30s 
the Bride is highlighting as Phil ly's “ next genera- 
tion of performance artists. ’Early adopters Greg 
Giovanni and Ricky Paul host >■ While the world 
awaits the sale of Ernie Salandria s Ernesto's cafe 
(1521 Spruce St)to the mairied restaurant couple 
he is rumored to have sold it to, weare hearing fun 
news —that the new and unnameable boy chefs 
father-in-law is the money bags behind it Thanks, 
pops. ► Remember last week, I asked you guys to 
vote for Walnut Slreet Theatre costu me d esigner 
Amanda Wolff . a costume shop apprentice, for 
a contest on ABC's Dancing With the Stars ' ? 
Amandawon— yay. us— and her costumes will 
be built and worn on the Nov. 1 5 program as part of 
the Macy's Design a Dance routi ne. She flies out 
to LA. Nov. 1 3 to see hercostumes live. Frilly. ► 
More Ice? Check citypaper.net/CTiticalmass. 

(a_amorosi@citypaper.net) 
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BREAKING GROUND 

The eclectic earSnake army comes together 
to split the continents with a brand-new 
high-concept opera. By Shaun Brady 

A s a half-dozen singers filed into the orange-walled base- 
ment studio of Michael McDermott's Manayunk row home 
a few weeks back, idle conversation ranged from the last 
game of the World Series and swapping electronic equipment to 
concoctions for soothing a strained throat. But the topic most on 
everyone’s mind was the looming late-October snow, which would 
hit the following morning. Generally the forecast was met with 
eye-rolling annoyance or childlike anticipation, but it also served 
to set the mood somewhat for the night’s rehearsal, focused as it 
was on the break-up of the prehistoric supercontinent Pangaea. 

“There’s a thread in the story that has to do with ecological disas- 
ter,” says McDermott, aka Mikronesia, composer and mastermind of 
Pangaea: When the Continents Were One, a multimedia opera which 
will premiere Friday at the Rotunda. “It's kind of a parable The con- 
tinents are separating, there’s earthquakes and erratic weather, and 
I think that resonates today with people." 

Despite its somewhat apocalyptic relevance and the symbolically 
apt performance date ( 11/11/1 D, Pangaea has been in the works 
for ages.T've been talkingabout it for 15 years,” McDermott says. 
“Some of the music is stuffl wrote in my late teens, around the time 
I was in college. It’s always this project in the back of my mind." 


The concepts and music have been stockpiled over those years, 
tinkered with in the downtime between McDermott's solo elec- 
tronic work as Mikronesia , his collaborations with partner Megan 
ftindar Cauley as Gemini Wolf and running the duo's eclectic 
labef earSnake. It was his work with earSnake's diverse roster of 
artists that helped finally bring Pangaea to fruition. 

“I feel like it’s a nice culmination of the work we've been doing 
with the label over the last three or fouryears," McDermott says, 
“bringing all these different styles — electronic and chamber 
music and rock and hip-hop and folk and experimental — together 
into this one singular project.” 

The idea of Pangaea itself provides an ideal foundation for such 


“It’s always 
this project 
in the back 
of my mind.” 


“I’ve aim 


rod stylist 




id by 

concept albums and long pieces 
of art rock like Pink Floyd and 
thatkind of stuff” McDermott 
explains. “I wanted to think 
about music before there were 
all these divisions of continents and genres. What would music 
(have sounded] like when everyone lived together as one big tribe 
on the supercontinent?” 

The answer emerges as something of an eveiy-style, an intriguing 
blend of modem and primitive, with tribal chants underlying synth 
loops, sophisticated symphonic orchestrations coexistingwith tradi- 
tional percussion, alien melodies clashing against swaggering rap. 
Despite its ancient subject, the piece itself is more post- than prehis- 
toric, revisiting the dawn oftime with armloads of aural souvenirs 


[ lots of gleeful cackling along the way ] 


[ dlsc-o-scope ] 

► acoustic/ragtime/bluegrass 
Louisville virtuoso Nathan Salsburg 
playsexpressive instrumentals on his 
acoustic guitar and keeps things to-the- 
point. but robust In just over a h alf-houi 
his debut, Affirmed (No Quarter), cavort 
between ragtime. Doc Watson -esque fin- 
ger-picked bluegrass and one tradition; 
vocal number — “The False True Love,’ 
Louisville old-time combo Maiden Radi 



► live/chamber-pop 

For anyone who caught up with Baby Dee's classy, largely instru- 
mental suite Regifted Light earlier this year, or the far-too-many 
who haven’t had the pleasure, Baby Dee Goes Down to Amsterdam 
(Tin Angel) offers a quick and dirty tromp through the highlights 
of the big-hearted, crazy-voiced harpist/pianist’s songwriting oeuvre, 
sampling both the unabashed tenderness and the chillingly dark, 
twisted recesses of her catalog, with lots of gleeful cackling along 
the way. Make a date with one of the most utterly singular talents 
of our time ... and go Dutch. 


► folk 

Boston’s Glenn Jones — a collaborator and pal of our own 
dearly departed Jack Rose, who plays in a similarly dense, deft, 
folk-derived finger-picking style (so-called “American primitive,’ 
though it's really anything but) — is an immensely skilled guitar- 
ist, something that's evident from any given few seconds of The 
Wanting, his Thrill Jockey debut. But it’s his spirit, grace, and 
subtle, sure compositional style, not mere technical wizardry, that 
makes these 11 songs without words such an uncommonly warm, 
welcoming and immersive listening experience. 


— John Vettese 


► roots 


If it's rootsy Americana, chances are 
Bearfoot writes and plays it American 
Story (Compass) is a portrait of a young, 
fun , bluegrass-instru merited jam band. 

Their specialty is honky-tonking Cajun, 
with that dirty dip worked in. “If you want 
some, come and get your lonesome, there’s 
enough to go around and then some. Ain’t our first time spending 
our last dime, time hanging outto get a good time.” Can I get an 
amen? They play World Cafe Live on Sunday (Nov. 13, worldcafe- 
live.com). — Mary Armstrong 





MELANCHOLIA 

I B+ 1 AFTER LETTINGHIS right brain roam free with Antichrist, Lars von Trier's 
left hemisphere is back in charge with Melancholia, in which chronically depressed 
Justine (Kirsten Dunst) treats imminent apocalypse like another bad day. In the mov- 
ie’s first section, Justine preps for her wedding, the culmination of her attempts to put 
her mental illness behind her. But surely as the malevolent planet which dominates 
its latter half her self-destructive nature keeps pulling at her, aided by a self-involved 
father (John Hurt) with a floozy on eacharm and a scowling mother (Charlotte 
Rampling) whose doomy prophecies have a self-fulfilling air. Sure enough, Justine’s 
special day implodes in spectacular fashion. Cut to some time later, as she recuperates 
on file dreary estate of her sister, Claire (Charlotte 
Gainsbourg), and disdainful brother-in -law John 
(Kiefer Sutherland). IFshere that the planet 
Melancholia makes itself known, an implacable 
blue orb heading steadily for our own. John, an 
amateur astronomer, clings to reports of a narrow 
escape, but Justine knows the end is nigh (as do we, 
thanks to an operatic opening montage). If Antichrist was von Trier’s anguished depic- 
tion of his own crippling depression, which was so severe he couldn't hold a camera 
steady for years, Melancholia is a coolly fatalistic reconciliation that not only accepts 
but embraces his illness. When the world ends, only those who always expected the 
worst will be prepared. While its not as clinically detached as Dogville, Melancholia 
has a bloodless beauty, not unlike its pale-skinned heroine. Dunst allows Justine’s 
facade to crumble, but she only exposes skin, where Gainsbourg in Antichrist flayed 
herself alive. The movie doesn’t stint on its planet-size central metaphor, building to a 
climax that puts the scope of modem movie theaters to vigorous use. But for a movie 
about losing control .Melancholia sometimes exercises too much of it. — SamAdams 


Only those 
who expect 
the worst will 
be prepared. 


aider invade 


NORWAY! 

Perfect back- 
ground music 
for a human 
sacrifice. 



► YES, WE ALL know you’ve been to Norway. 
The reason we all know you've been to Norway, 
fucknutz, is because all of us were stuck in line 
behind you at Market East Station that Sunday 
afternoon as you held up the goddamn queue by 
spending 20 minutes lecturing the SEPTA worker on 
the other sideof the window about the superiority 
of the Norwegian train system which you recently 
availed yourself of on a’’spiritual sojourn through 
Scandinavia." Then . as if to add i nsult to assholery, 
when the beleaguered ticket-seller — thanks for 
achieving the impossible, asshole; you made me 
feel sorry fora SEPTA employee — proposed that 
you email your suggestions to SEPTA, you rolled 
your eyes and said “I don't use email" in a tone of 
voice which implied that nevertouching a keyboard 
somehow made you the next fucking Gandhi. 

KarlSeglem’s Ossc/es is almost the sort of light, 
jazzy crap that shi thirds like Mr. Norway-Has-an- 
Excellent-Nine-Tiered-Ticketing-System always 
seem to have a hard-on for. "Almost" ended up i n 
the previous sentence because, occasionally— as 
during "Sognabad’’ — dark little motifs sneak in 
and snake their way about That song would be 
perfect background music for a human sacrifice 
and. unless hewas able to sneakup on asleeping 
speckled Norwegian barn mollusk, I have a pretty 
good idea where we can find a virgin. 



goat and one antelope). 

(r_anonymous@citypaper.net) 
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EVERY FRIDAY 
STARTING NOVEMBER 11 
FOUR SHOWS • 5:30 PM 

Listen to the tunes of Eddie 
Bruce every Friday night! Plus, 
enjoy guest performers like 
Jerry Boyle, Paula Johns, Marc 
Antonelli and other Philly music 
stars each week! 
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* LINGERIE • CALIFORNIA STYLE MOVIE BOOTHS * ON SITE PARKING LOT 

couples 'welcome 

PRIVATE VIP ROOMS WITH LIVE DANCERS AVAILABLE 
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open 24 hours 

6301 PASSYUNK AVENUE, PHILADELPHIA PA 
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Mon-Thun 10am- 1 1pm. Fri & Sat 10- Midnight. Sunday 12pm-8pm 
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426 SO. GOV. Printz Blvd . Tinicum, PA 



Breaking Ground 


Alien melodies 
clashing against 
swaggering rap. 

from multiple ensuing generations. 

For those familiar with Mikronesia’s 
electronic atmospherics, the show's 
pop-epic sound may come as a surprise, 
incorporating elements of prog, minimal- 
ism, hip-hop, synth-pop and myriad other 
influences into a wide-ranging rock(-ish) 
opera worthy of the grandest of gatefold 
sleeves. Though the band wasn’t a direct 
influence, The Residents' techno-eth- 
nographic works like the Mole Trilogy 
and Eskimo provide a close parallel. 
McDermott says the project has evoked 
flavors from Depeche Mode to XTC in 
other listeners. 

The story and its telling takes its 
inspiration in part from Greek and Aztec 
mythology, and borrows its outlines from 
the former, enlisting its singers both as 
characters and as a narrating chorus. 
While notactedinthe manner of tra- 
ditional European opera, Pangaea will 
feature a mix of costuming, puppetry, 
dance and video projections to relay its 
tale. Collaborators include Spiral Q’s Liza 
Goodell, visual artist Tigre Bailando and 
videomaker Nico Dominguez. The 17- 
piece ensemble of musicians and singers 
includes Paper Masques frontman Steve 
Quaranta, Philly MCs Jalima Shani and 
John Morrison, horns, strings, percussion 
and electronics. 

The premiere received a portion of its 
funding from a Kicks tarter campaign ear- 
lier this year, which also helped to gener- 
ate enthusiasm about the project. “It was 
cool to build a sense of community around 
the idea that people were investing in the 
project,” McDermott says. “It’s like the 
old ‘patron of the arts' idea. It was a lot of 
friends and family, but there were also a 
lot of new people who just heard about the 
project and thought it was a cool idea.” 

With a recording of the opera already 
available, McDermott foresees a life 
for the show and its mythology beyond 
Friday’s premiere. A prequel, “Pangaea: 
Trinity Sun,” was performed in the guise 
of an epic poem via the Nexus Gallery’s 
temporary low-wattago radio station in 
2009, and further chapters are plotted if 
not yet composed. 

(s_brady&city paper, net) 
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1 1/12 SEASON AND SAVE UP TO 15%! 


CHUNKY MOVE 

NOV 17-19 


STILL BLACK, STILL PROUD 

An African Tribute to 
James Brown 
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AnnenbergCenter.org 215.898.3900 (J) 

Tickets start at $20! 
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215.568.8079 www.lnterActTheatre.org 


SELECTED WORKS BY 

RONEN KORESH 

OELLBHATING Tilt' COMPANY'S 


1500 Walnut Street, 
Suite 1305 


Paul B. U hr wishes to announce 
the opening of his private jewelry 
boutique. 


Taking special Holiday orders 
now until Thanksgiving 


By appointment only 

Call 610 - 449-1527 


1526-30E Passyunk Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19147 
urbanjunglephila.com 
215.952 0811 
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arts & entertainment 


re:view 


„ IF THESE WALLS 
H COULD TALK 

| >■ AFTER BEI NG CLOSED for most of the year, Bridgette Mayer 

Z Gallery is ready to unveil a major renovation that transforms the 
- space’s look, size and functionality. 

a Mayer says she was surprised to learn that herWashington Square 

= building was considered historic, built as a residence in 1799. A tvpi- 
S cal 18th-century row house, it is deep but relatively narrow, lb create 
an unfussy, unbroken, considerably larger space, Mayer knocked 
out the walls between rooms and united her original gallery with an 
apartment in the back of the building Hie walls are not entirely flat: A 
couple of shallow niches will frame individual works or installations. 

The design is characterized by simple, open areas and right angles, 
flat planes and limited expansesofrustic texture. In the entrance- 
way, a small television screen will display art-related videos (not 
all proprietary). The floor is made ofwhite oak planks from an 1864 
French bam.The color is cooler than you'd expect : stone gray and 
bisque veined with black grain, complemented by an unusual nar- 
row steel channel running laterally along the base of the walls. The 
velvety black margin frames the walls and floor, bracketing the flow 
of space. Hie work of Philadelphia Museum of Art lighting designer 
Andrew Slavinskas is perfectly unobtrusive, as it should be. 

Mayer retained two barrel-vaulted spaces, one above the other, 
from the original building but removed their heavy steel doors. 



The one on the gallery floor has been fitted with special lighting, 
an up-to-date audio system and a suspended, concealed screen 
that is available for video and performance. The lower-level vault 
functions as a conduit from one section to another and is outfit- 
ted as a wine cellar. Its exposed brick walls m a k e a nice foil to the 
unmarred white elsewhere. A really beautiful up-to-date painting 
storage area shares the downstairs with Mayer’s office, a confer- 
ence room and a private viewing area for clients. She anticipates 
hosting parties downstairs, just as the previous inhabitants did. 

Meanwhile, Eileen Neff will be showing a photographic instal- 
lation and Shelley Spector will have small sculpture in the office 
area. These two have recently joined Mayer’s stable, along with sev- 
eral other local and international artists. Nevertheless, Bridgette 
Mayer Galleiy retains its distinctive quality: intensely visual, sen- 
sitive, never heavy-h anded. “For me,” says Mayer of choosing new 
artists, “it's what I’m seeing and caring about and adding another 


layer of sophistication.” 

Hie new space's debut exhibit "Karmic 
Abstraction, "features23 artists, includ- 

ingRaddiffe Bailey (whose Four a/a/ 

One Corner — South ispictured),Iva 
Gueorguieva, Eemyun Kang, Tim 
McFarlane,Tom Nozkowski,Odili Donald 
Odita and Rebecca Rutstein. Mayer says the 
title was suggested by paintings that layer 
moments in time, but it could also refer to 
the reincarnated persona ofthe gallery itself 

When reminded that upon opening her 
gallery a decade ago she had exclaimed 
enthusiastically, “I was bom to do this!" 
Mayer says she felt an unexpected wave of 
emotion last week after seeing the complet- 
ed renovations. “I had tears running down 
my face. . . . This project is one big present 
to all of the artists here who are hungry for 
great shows just like I am, and to the com- 
munity who need to know that the arts are 
alive and thriving in Philadelphia. I am 
overjoyed and so excited to open our doors 
and share this with eveiyone.” 

(r_rice@dtypaper.net) 

*“Karmic Abstraction" rum Nov. 15-Dec. 31, 
Bridgette Mayer Gallery, 709 Walnut SL, 215-413- 
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A L'ECOLE FRANCAISE 
Where You Will Love Your 
French Classes & Amaze 
Yourself! 

No classes between 
December 20 & January 2 

alecolefrancaise.com 
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• Free Parking 
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ENROLLING NOW FOR CLASS STARTING 

DECEMBER 13, 201 1 

FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO QUAUFY 
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curtaincall 

Mark Cotta on theater 


>- CHASING FREEDOM 

There’s so much to admire about The Whipping 
Man, Matthew Lopez’s Civil War drama playing 
at th e Arden Theatre Co. , that its excesses can 
almost be overlooked. 

The play’s compelling situation — a Jewish 
Virginian returns home to his devastated mansion 
at the war's end, where one faithiiil slave waits 
while another hides — is unique and powerful, 
particularly since the now-free slaves are also 
Jewish. The Passover question, “Why is this night 
different from all other nights?” has clear meaning. 

Too often, though, 77ie Whipping Man pounds in 
ideas like this relentlessly. Christopher Colucd's 
sound design overstates the spring storm raging 
outside — and, as countless bad movies teach us, 
thunder equals drama, right? Lopez's script gives 
both freed men a disturbingly modern snarldness 
about slavery. 

Lopez also builds in much mystery and coinci- 
dence, which the cast plays earnestly. Caleb, the 
Confederate officer played by Cody Nickell with 
an accent that slides up and down the East Coast, 
may have deserted — and has some surpris- 
ing (and unbelievable) connections with Simon 


(Johnnie Hobbs Jr.) and John 
(James tjames) that are easily 
guessed and quickly revealed. 

Matt Pfeiffer’s production is 
most genuine about the hor- 
rors of slavery and war, thanks 
particularly Id Maggie Baker’s 
gruesome makeup and David 
Gordon’s majestic ruin of a man- 
sion, as well as the actors' skills. 
The Whipping Man is a worthy 
contribution to the city’s recent 
Jewish theater boom, which 
includes EgoPo’s The Diary of 
Anne Frank, Lantern’s New 
Jerusalem and the Wilma's Our 
Class. The stark simplicity of 
starving cx -slaves and an ex- 
owner creating a seder dinner 
from meager scraps is more mov- 
ing than all the big speeches and 
soap opera revelations Lopez 
forces upon us. Th rough Dec. 

18, $3-1 -$-18, Arden Theatre Ca, 
40 N. Second St., 215-922-1122, 
ardentheatre.org. 

(m_copa@dtypaper.net) 



onpointe 


HAND TO GODS 

Accompanied by four gentlemen playing flute, 
percussion instruments and singing while cross- 
legged on stage, the India-bom, Paris-raised 
Shantala Shh/alingappa kept her audience rapt 
at the Annenberg Center Saturday night. It wasn’t 
the usual crowd: At least half of the viewers donned 
saris, Nehru jackets orwere draped in beautiful 
embroidered silk (while the other half myself 
included, may have unintentionally toned down 
the glamorous effect with slacks and sweaters). 

Each of six dance sections was dedicated to a 
specific deity. First was Vani, goddess of the arts; 
next was die sun god Suiya Stuthi, who is greeted 
every morning and night with, “Praise be to you, 

O’ Suiya, source of our life, bless us equally with 
your sacred witness.’Then Shivalingappa moved 
on to Ganesha, the most loved god in India, as he’s 
always kind and compassionate. The dancer used 
her eyes, hands and facial expressions to express 
the emotions each beloved god calls forth, making 
her m ovement piece feel as much like a holy act as 
a performance. 

In each section, Shivalingappa leapt barefoot 
onto the stage wearing a gold-trimmed silk dress 
that draped around her as though she’d been bom 



wearing it. The colors changed 
as the performance shifted 
from one god to another. Jewels 
shimmered on her head. Often 
the costume became part of the 
performance: When she turned 
her back on the audience and 
dropped into a perfect plie with 
her hands lifting up, her pleated 
skirt transformed her into a 
beautiful fan. 

Shivalingappa’s craft should 
be thought of as speaking 
hands — they reach to the sky, 
then turn sideways, fluttering 
like birds, imploring the gods. 
Gracious and smiling, she moved 
her hands toward the audience 
in gentle gestures of inclu- 
sion. Mesmerizing. Sat, Nor. 5, 
Annen berg Center. 

( j_anderson@dtypaper.net ) 
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Irish Traditional Music: 
Influences from the West of Ireland 

Mick Moloney 
and Friends 

Featuring: 

Mick Moloney, Athena Tergis 
and Billy McComiskey 


Saturday, November 12, 201 1,8:00pm 
Concert Tickets: $13 - $15 

www.Philadelphiacelligroup.org 

THE COMMODORE BARRY CLUB 

"The Irish Center" 

6815 Emlen Street. Philadelphia. PA 
Irish Traditional Music: Influences from the 
West of Ireland is supported by The Pew 
Center for Arts & Heritage through 
the Philadelphia Music Project. 

The artists are offering workshops 
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Iniurii 

by Rajiv Joseph 

Nov 10 ■ Dec 4 
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Theatre 
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215.218.4022 

theatreexile.org 


Space Reservation: November 17th 
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December 3rd and make this a 
great Holiday Season! 
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UPDATE 

PROFILE 


Finding common ground with funny, friendly 
storytelling champ R. Eric Thomas. 

By Patrick Rapa 


G ay and black? That makes R. Eric Thomas a minority inside 
a minority, right? Still, the accomplished South Philly story- 
teller — he’s won “best presentation” at two First Person 
Arts Grand Slams — somehow taps into a universality and reels 
in the audience. “I don’t walk around thinking, ‘I am a minority.’ 

I have the worst time shopping because in my mind I look like 
Justin Timberlake and when I try on clothes I get super confused 
by what's in the mirror. I have celebrity body dysmorphic disorder.” 
he jokes. His funny, touching one-man show, Will You Accept This 
Friend Request ?, takes over the Khyber’s upstairs for 
two nights during this year’s First Person Festival of 
Memoir and Documentary Art. “You can hear your 
story in my voice," he promises. “That’s my secret 
agenda, I guess: to be part of your world. I’m the 
Little Mermaid. I comb my hair with a fork.” 


room of people and tell the truth. I should say, a version of the truth 
that has some craft behind it. There should always be a dramatur- 
gical backbone. It’s art, not art therapy. 

CP: You put a lot of prep work into your perfor- 

RET! Maybe you paid money; maybe you're only 
paying me with your time. Either way, I have a 
responsibility to entertain you. And I don’t mean 
just telling jokes and whatnot, but hopefully offer- 
ing an emotionally resonant experience. Engaging 
you. And so, yes, I’m really rigorous with my prep. I 
Hnr write notes, what I call beats, that get me from point 
A to point B in a story. I usually record my voice for 
timing. I cut things, rearrange, rehearse ad nauseam . 

I don’t tend to videotape myself prior to performing because I get 
distracted by how good-looking I am. 

CP: Is Will You Accept This Friend Request ? the first time you’ve 


worked with a director and a dramaturg? 
RET: I’ve worked with directors and dra- 
maturge before when putting on plays. 
Daniel Student, who is now the artistic 
director of Plays & Players, has been a fre- 
quent collaborator since high school. But 
this is the first time I’ve worked with oth- 
ers in crafting a story. 

CP: Family and exes turn up in your sto- 
ries . What s been their reaction? 

RET: I’m friends with all my exes and they 
seem to like me revealing every detail of 
our tragic stories. Or at least that’s what I 
tell myself. My family is fascinated, I think, 
by this development in my career. We have 
family dinner every October and one of the 
most amazing things was to sit down last 
year and hear them all quoting a video I’d 
posted on YouTube like it was an episode of 
their favorite show. 

CP: You teach writing and storytelling. 
What’s some short, sweet advice you’d offer 
to a rookie? 

RET: ( 1 ) Don’t depend on people’s faces to 
gauge your story; they usually look bored 
regardless. (2) Tell it to entertain yourself. 
(3) Don’t worry about forgetting something 
or mixing something up — you're the 
only one who knows how the story goes so 
there’s no wrong way. (4) When you’re done, 
stop talking and sit down. 

(pat@citypaper. net) 

p.m., $15. Upstairs at the Khyber, 56 S. Second St.. 


5 BESTOFTHEFEST 



< [ coming out | 

\ + BEAUT 

i For experimental performance artist Thomas Choinacky, all the world — or at 
£ least all of Philadelphia — is a stage: He's used a cramped apartment for Jason, 
g a car for Never Been Stoked: A Traveling Bromance, commercial street comers 
5 for DANCE-.31. and all sorts of off-kilter venues — mostly in North Philly — for 
£ his second annual SoLow Festival. Meanwhile, writer/actor/director/movement 
~ artist John Jarboe has made a name a name for himself (er, "selves”) by pushing 


the gender-identification envelope in the Wilma's NoRegrets.A Pial Affair and the 
Fringe's Inside Julia Child. For the First Person Fest's 1 Oth anniversary, Choinacky 
and Jarboe — natives of Indiana and Michigan, respectively — team up to tie 
together two separate, self-revelatory one-man tales that take on growing up gay 
and Catholic In the Midwest. Only a thin sheet separates them on stage as they 
perform their interwoven acts. They’ll surely pull you in and keep you entranced 
— but in the style of Cholnacky's insular, Intimate performances, or Jarboe 's 
expansive, grand gestures? See for yourself. 

— A.D. Amorosl 


Mon-Tue. Nov. 14-15, S:30p.m.,$l5. Christ Church Neighborhood House. 20 N American St 


+ STRIPPED STORIES 

Get ready to be scandalized: This year’s First Person 
Fest features a night of sexy stories and raunchy ad- 
ventures. Moth GrandSlam champs Margot Leitman 
and Giulia Rozzi, along with local storytellers Kent 
Dwyer and Liz Spikol, will share their most intimate, 
and likely naughty, tales while cabaret singer Johnny 

secrets in front of a room full of your 9 jest friends," 
says Leitman. Audience members will get in on the 


i hostess with the mostess . 

+ HILLARY REA 



When festival organizers approached Hillary Rea to open for 1 7-time Moth Story- 
Slam winner Adam Wade, she didn't quite get the connection. "But the more I 
listened to his stories I realized we have a similar sensibility," she says, referring 
to his style of talking "about awkward childhood experiences that shaped who 
he grew up to be." Since 2009, the 29-year-old storyteller and comedian has 
scaled the local slam ladder as the host of her own series, Crush Comedy, where 
she has shamelessly perfected her signature narratives about being "unlucky In 
love.” But why all the self-deprecation? “I enjoy . . . finding humor in true situa- 
tions that might have been uncomfortable or difficult when they happened," she 
says. "And when it's all said and done, the past Isn't as devastabngly awkward 
as it once seemed." 

— Josh Middleton 


Fti. -Sat. Nov. 11-12. $:30 p.m., SI 5. Khyber. 56 S. Second SL 


school sleepover and college experimentation. Don't 
come reserved. 

— Meg Augustin 


Frl.-Sat, Nov. 13-19. 10p.m., $15. Painted Bride. 230 Vine St. 







Do You Suspect That Your Teenager Is Using Drugs 
Or Drinking But They Keep Denying It? 
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for the holidays? 


As part of a research study you will be invited to attend individual sessions 
with a family specialist to help you make positive changes in your life and 
improve your relationship with your teen 


For details about this study, 
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Family Training Program: 

1-877- i- WORRY -2 


(877-496-7792) 
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SPLINTERED 

SUNLIGHT 


Helium 

COMING IN TWO WEEKS 
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APPEARING 
NOV 10-12 


“LOVE IS EVOL” & "NEVERLUTION” 


2031 SANSOM STREET I 215.496.9001 
WWW.HELIUMCOMEDY.COM 
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+ NEW 

GAINSBOURG: A HEROIC LIFE I A- 

In 1941, 13-year-old Laden Ginsburg ( Kacey Mullet 
Klein) notices new placards in shop windows on the 
streets of occupied Paris, images of big-nosed Jews with 
glaring eyes. Startled when one of these monstrous 
cartoons comes to life and follows him down the street, the 
bey walks into a Militflrverwaltung office and asks forhis 
gold star. The soldiers aresurprised:“Who do you think 

plays piano at the bar."Thus the boy who grows up to be 
Sorgo Gainsbourg (Eric Elmoaninoldescribeslhe struggle 
that will shape him. Graphic novelist Joann Sfar's film 
shows the artist repeatedly inspired and troubled by the 
world around him, from the father who chastises him, to 
the Nads who torment him, to the fans and women who 
love him. Fearful and rebellious, bold and self-destructive, 
he lives a “heroic life,'* here depicted in broad , strange 
and occasionally brilliant strokes. Imagining the artist's 
internal life, full of passions and terrors, monsters and 
muses, this biopic questions that very concept of heroism. 
His most constant companion is La Gueule f the ever-flex- 
ible Doug Jones), essentially a large nose atop a spindly 
figure, part caricature, part figment and part, projection 
— what Gains bourg might have thought others saw when 
they looked at him. Something like an alter ego, la Gueule 
goads and comforts Gainsbourg. A self-creation premised 
on contradictions. Serge Gainsbourg here is produced by 
his life — and vice versa. — Cindy Fuchs (Rite at the Bourse) 

IMMORTALS 

Read Drew Lazor’s review at dtypaper.net / movies. (Peari, 


J. EDGAR | C 

Clint Eastwood's penchant for sweeping out the dusty cor- 

teresting bundling of the private J. Edgar Hoover, more myo- 
pic than biopic. Starting with a neutered, latter-days Hoover 
( Leonardo DiCaprio ) recount! ng his successes to a series 
of rapt and handsome male agents and plodding between 
past and present from there, Eastwood tracks the famously 
eccentric FBI founder from hisunderling beginnings to his 
position atop the Bureau heap, a post he lorded over like 
The One Ring for almost 40 years. Whether hogging all 
public credit for splashy cases like John Dillinger and the 
Lindbergh Baby orblackmailing Kennedys and Roosevelts 
with horrificslockpiles of information, DiCaprio's Hoover 
is a twitchy, odious caricature, one whose paranoia and 
unchecked power hunger are clunkily attributed to you- 
know-who: mother Annie (trademark chilly Judi Dench), 
who combats her son's gay proclivities by warning him that 
she'd "rather have a dead son than a daffodil for a son." (Yes, 

and relevant as weeping Leo DiCaprio in a muumuu and 
beaded necklace can be. It's stilted and stupid. )1b that 
end, screenwriter Dustin Lance Black (Milk ) does well 
parsingthe man's much-dissected preferences.atoking real 
human warmth between Hooverand his suspected lover, 
Clyde 'M son ( The Soaal Network's Armie Hammer), all 
the while hinting that Hoover was perhaps too stilted to be 
classified as anything but asexual . But these momen Is are 
infrequent, as Eastwood is too fixated onhisjumping-bean 
narrative to think about whether we care about the people 
who comprise it. — Drew Lazar (Ritz Five ) 

MELANCHOLIA I Be 

Read Sam Adams' review on p. 19. (Ritz at the Bourse) 



movie shorts ] 



NOW PLAYING IN SELECT CITIES. 
EVERYWHERE FRIDAY. NOVEMBER 11 

CHECK DIRECTORKS 1-OR LISTINGS 


JACK AND JILL 

A haiku: IfyourFacebook page 
says you enjoyed this movie, 
we're no longer friends. (Not reviewed) 
(Peari, VA Hi verview) 

+ CONTINUING 

50/50 1 B 

Jonathan Levine's new film is being 
touted as a “cancer comedy" from llte 
Apatow camp that basically consists 
of Seth Rogen reacting to his best 
friend's potentially fatal condition 
will] hilarious one-liners.But that 
description is a false diagnosis. Will 


Reiser’s script, based on his own 
experience as a young cancer survivor, 
takes a more nuanced approach . 
perfectly willing to find comedy 
in a horrible situation but equally 
unafraid of venturing into downright 
sentimental territory. It lunges loo far 

Gordon- Levitt evens out the film's 
uneasiest tonal shifts, conveying a 

to frustration to incomprehension. 

— Shaun Brady (VA Overview) 

ANONYMOUS I D+ 

This Shakespearean conspiracy 
theory isa misbegotten mess.The 


nut of John Orlofi"s story is that 
Shakespeare's ploys were written not. 
by poor Will, but by Edward de Vere 
I Rhys Ifans). a nobleman unwilling 
to sacrifice his stati an to the lowly 
profession of playwriting. Cradcpot 
theories aside, it seems as if there's an 
intelligent core to OrlolTs script, but 
director Roland Emmerich is hope- 
lessly out ofhis depth. — Sam Adams 
(Ritz at the Bourse) 

LIKE CRAZY | C- 

Drake Doremus' low-key weeper 
charts the transatlantic travails of 
a young couple ( Felicity Jones an d 
Anton Yelchin) in a long-distance re- 
lationship. The film’s improvisational 
style facilitates a strong turn from 
Jones as a privileged Brit who doesn't 
seem to understand that overstaying 
her student visa can have irrevocable 
consequences, but it also makes lor 
shapeless scenes and the monotonous 
rhythm of separations and reunions. 
Most critically. Doremus asserts the 
couple's bond rather than instilling 
it, which is tosay it feels more likea 
structural obligation than a perfect 
match. — SLA. (Ritz East) 

MARTHA MARCY MAY MARLENE I Be 

Elizabeth Olsen makes a striking 
debut in Sean Durkin's movie about 
a young woman decompressing from 
ho- time in a nebulously defined cult. 
The details of the group to which she 
belonged are left vague, but whatever 
beliefs they might espouse- are less 
important than the sense of belong- 
ing Whatever^ happened to her, she's 
damaged beyond allbut extensive 

if over- arty approach can make for 
frustrating watching, bu t Olsen 
grounds the film with the assurance of 
a seasoned pro. — SLA (Ritz Five) 

MOZARTS SISTER I Be 

Olds- sister to the puckish Wolfgang 
(David Moreau). Nannerl Mozart ( Ma- 
rie Fdret) is a subservient wallflower 
in a family of traveling musicians. 
She's an accomplished violinist, 
harpsichordist, pianist and singer, but 
she hasn’t quite mastered the skill of 
confidence. Who can blame her with a 
brother like Wollgang? With five heavy 
bricks of sadness for every gram of 
happiness. Mozart’s Sister jo\te us into 
a patriarchal world of prejudice and 

day, you'll be grateful that your sibling 
isn't a national celebrity. — Anna Pan 
(Ritz at the Bourse) 




“THE MOST INFECTIOUS 

LOVE STORY IN DECADES.” 

THE WAU. STREETJOIIRNAL 

"A WISE AND BEAUTIFUL FILM . 

SELDOM HAS A SCRIPT FOUND SUCH RESONANCE IN ITS 
LOVERS' EYES, BODY LANGUAGE AND INWARD GAZES.” 


- ehf jjork (times - 


‘A STRIKINGLY ORIGINAL LOVE STORY’’ 



EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT "™ RES 

NOW PLAYING ^oter City 215-925-7900 


IN ADDITIONAL SELECT THEATRES NOVEMBER 11 



movie shorts ] 


r 

+ ALSO PLAYING 

THE IDES OF MARCH I B 

Rib Five 

IN TIME I c 

Pearl, UARiverview 

MARGIN CALL I C 

Roxy 

MIDNIGHT IN PARIS B* 

Ritz at the Bourse 

REAL STEEL I c- 

U A River view 

SHOLEM ALEICHEM B+ 

TAKE SHELTER I A- 

Ritz at the Bourse 

Forlul movie reviews and shout tries, 
gotocitypaper.net/inovie s 


PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3 

A Imiku: Know what would be so 
much cuter? I'itranemial 
Snackt ivity Fwee. (Not reviewed) 

PUSS IN BOOTS 

A haiku .This movie is a ... 
how you say? Ah yes: It’s a 
prequel to Shrek 2. (Not reviewed) 

( Pkart, UARiverview) 

THE RUM DIARY I A- 

It'sl970,and New York journalist 
Paul Kemp (Johnny Depp) has come 
In Puerto Rico to work Ter the San 
Juan Star. He's dying to write on the 
poverty of the neighborhood away 

mandates that he locus on those who 

Tlte Rum Diary is packed with smart 
sexual innuendos and ridiculous 
situations; voodoo, halludnogenics, a 
turtle with a bejeweled shell and an 
intoxicated Nazi lover make for a '70s 
Hangover. —AP. (UARiverview) 

THE SKIN I LIVE IN |A- 

Antonio Banderas plays Robert 
Ledgard, a cosmetic surgeon ob- 
sessed with creating a more durable 
syn thetic replacement for human 
skin. His guinea pig is a woman 
(Elena Anaya) who lives locked in an 
upstairs room in his massive house, 
her body covered by a farm-fitting 

lucent mask. Watching her exterior 
tells us little; it's the way the pieces 
fit together that reveals. The Skin I 
Live In is Pedro Almoddvar's best film 
in more than a decade, supremely 


confident and deeply unsettling, with 
a climactic twist that all but requires 
repeat viewing. — SA. (Ritz Five) 


TOWER HEIST | C- 

It's possible to make a grilled cheese 
sandwich without turning on the 
stove. Toast the bread, and throw it 
in the microwave for 30 seconds.The 
finished product will look like it’ssup- 
posed to, hut it was done lazily and you 
know it. Herein lies the problem with 
Tower Heist. It looks like a movie. It 
sounds like a movie. It featuns people 
who are generally in movies, but at 
the end of the day it's a grilled cheese 

Neither a convincing heist flick nor a 
winning comedy, it's just kind of there. 
—Chris Brown (Peart, UARiverview) 

AVERY HAROLD & KUMAR 30 
CHRISTMAS I B- 

The thlid Harold & Kumar works fit- 
miliar territory with a handful ofpretty 

since the Iwocollege stoners landed at 
Git, mo. As life has pushed Harold (John 
Cho) and Kumar (Kal Penn) apart, 
circumstances pull them together, 
beginning with a quest to replace a 

tually putting them on the wrong side 
ofa Russian mobster (Elias Koteas) 
and Santa Claus himself. The 3D pro- 
vides the opportunity Ibra handful of 
gags, often about the surgeinsubpar 
3D, butmostly just accounts for an 
unnecessary bump in the ticket price. 
— SA. (Pearl, Roxy, UA Riverview) 


+ REPERTORY FILM 

ANDREW'SVIDEO VAULT 

The Rotunda, JON Walnut St.. armcin- 
ema2B.com. Otovanna d'Arco ( 1989. 


Italy, 1 28 min.): A screening of an '80s 
stage version ofVerdi’s 1845 Joan of Arc 
opera. 77iu., Nov. 10,8 p.m., free. 

RADICAL ANIMATION FOR FREE KIDS 
AND UNGROWN ADULTS 

City Hall, West Arch, Broad and Mar- 
ket streets, radoccupyphilly.wordptvss. 

(2000, France, 70 min.):This compila- 
tion of quirky old-world fairy tales is 
part of Wooden Shoe's free film screen- 
ings for the folks atOccupy Philly 
Sat, Nov. 12, 4 pm., free. 


REaBLACK CINEMA 

Media Bureau 72BN. Fourth St.. 
reelblack.com. The Weird World of 
Blowfly (2011. US., 89 min, ); A doc 

Clarence Reid, who now performs as 
an X-rated rapper named “Blowfly." 
Wed., Nov. 16, 7p.m., SB. 

SECRET CINEMA 

UPenn Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology, 3260 South St., 216- 
898-4000, secretcinema.com. Charlie 
Chen in Egypt 1 1935, U.S., 73 min.): 
Detective Chan travels to Egypt to 
investigate tomb robberies. Wed., Nov. 




A GIANT ACHIEVEMENT. 

A WORK OF GENIUS. A MOVIE MASTERPIECE 
that leaves the viewer in a state of ecstasy." 2T 

^ -Lin* Schwsrzbsum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

1 m 

W “A FILM THAT SWEEPS YOU UP AND 

TAKES YOU OUT OF YOURSELF. • 

I COULD NOT HAVE BEEN HAPPIER." - ' 

-Joe Morgctmcrn, WALLSTREET JOURNAL 

ONE OF THE YEAR’S BEST.jf 

A career-defining performance from Kirsten Dunst. 1 


bXLLUMVt LNCiACihMhN 1 ™> OQ _ 

STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 SI? btoli 



HENRY STEPHEN LUKE ISABEL 

CAV1LL DORFF EVANS LUCAS 

fe, KELUN FRE1DA MICKEY 

I LUTZ PINTO R0URKE 


t EXPERIENCE IT IN 3D 

nymn 1 MSUrfflMiiiWraMoi iiuunTTinTMiK ui»tMiiJiii >iu!:fN iiiaseu hm jwHir Kvain siFninn unfiiR wiiustiiinNio mjniniiiiaiKXFfiiii mIkibhoki 

j&iff n in •kjiimii «sim sum w«i] isshiik ion m m m ^iukiii i mi 

— m- inn Wins ma MW 111 


IN THEATERS. reQL I 


(3D AND DIGITAL 3D 


| STARTS FRIDAY 1 1-1 1-1 1 AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE! .£s. 








I THURSDAY 


11.10 

- | theater ] 

jjj + RICHARD III 

f No Shakespeare villains 
0 match Richard HI lor sheer 
| shameless bravado, brutal- 
J ity and balls. I love when he 
q boasts to us that he'll win 
* Lady Anne's hand in marriage 
J a Her killing her fatherand 
“ husband, and then he just 


does it — and right after, he 
confides that he'll soon dump 
her. At Tbmple University, 
professional choreographer 
and MFA directing candidate 
Brandon McShaffrey promises 

diabolical Duke ofGloucester's 
bloody rise and fall with a 
strong cast lead by Princess 

Baum. The winter of our 
discontent"? Fuckin' A! 


Through Nor. 22, S20,Randall 
13th St.. 215-204-1122. templetheaters 


dance/fashion 


+ PARADE 

In dance, it’s not. only the 
moves that translate a tale; 



what they wear, Jeanne Ruddy 
Dance Studiu presents Parade: 
Dance, Costumes, and Fashion 


Merge. Hie evening will honor 
the long-standing partner- 
ship between Ruddy, a former 
Martha Graham principal 
dancer, and costume designer 
Jeffrey Wirsing. currently on 
the costuming stalTor H BO's 
Boardwalk Empire. Begin- 

silent auction and followed 
by a fashion show of Ruddy 
and Wirsing's collaborative 
designs tall modeled by Jeanne 
Ruddy dancers), Par a dr peeps 
the creative process inherent 

lenges faced when translating 
fantasy into fabric. 

—Meg Augustin 

Garage. 1515 Biaadyiar St.. 215. 
5S9-I0e0.niddydaace.otg. 

I metal | 

+ ANTHRAX/ 
TESTAMENT 

Back in the glory days of 
thrash metal, Anthrax always 
seemed like the comic relief 
contingent of what became 


known as the Big Four. Metal- 
lica, Slayer and Megadeth 
never seemed tohave much 

they didexhibit was mostly of 
the acid variety, but the boys 

having a good time, willing to 

Unlike their remarkably 
stable co-headlinerTestament, 
one of the bands who jostled 
near the front of the second 
tier of the thrash hierarchy. 
Anthrax has juggled members 
over the years, but singer Joey 
Belladunna is back alongside 
most of the classic lineup for 

Angel. Electric Factory 42 1 Sc, rath 


I theater i 


an i mpeccable premiere by 
directorCara Blouin in Plays 
& Players' 50-seat studio. 
Emily Gibson plays Penny, 
announcing, There's a man 
inside me." Soon soldier Pvt, 
Mac lakes over, requiring Gib- 
son to play him trapped in a 
teen girl's body, accomplished 
brilliantly. Pulp fiction writer 
mom Jennifer Summerfield 
copes not only with fanny's 
boyfriend {Julian Cloud) and 
acini ous cop (Theresa Leahy), 
but imaginary characters from 
her fiction and Pvt. Mac's life. 
Lance Kniskem's forced-per- 
spective set is full of surprises, 
and the play juggles slapstick 
comedy, warand mother- 
daughter relationship issues 
engagingly. 

—Mark Cotta 


Through Nc 


'or. 10. £15-520. Play & 


+ PARDON MY 
INVASION 

Smart and silly, Joy Cutler's 
Pardon My Invasion receives 


I circus arts 

+ QUIDAM 

For Cirque du Suleil creator 


Guy Laliberte. people-watch- 
ing is much more than a 
Sunday afternoon hobby. 

The over-the-top circus arts 
company's touring production 
of Quidam. roughly translated 

inspired by the desire to bring 
together people who seem 
disconnected, is about a young 
girl named Zoe who retreats 
intoherimagination after 
feeling abandoned by her busy 
parents. She creates a cast of 
characters to keep hercompa- 

homage to the old baivdy art 
form, j ugglers and a Chinese 
yo-yo act that involves up to 
20 performers. The famous im- 
agery an d spectacle of Ci rque 
du Soleil is front-and-center 
as always, yet the urbanity of 

ally. Cost times are modeled 
less on fantasy and more on 
city life. 



11.11 

a Hair, with music by Jandcek, 
Britten and Ravel. 

Centrr .300 S Brm'dSt. 21 SS 6 a-imO. 

1 classical I 

+ TAKACS quartet 

The heart of the Philadelphia 

Ch amber Music Society season 
is its grand parade of string 
quartet performances, from 
the finest players around the 
world.No country has a more 

SUNDAY 

11.13 

funk/jazz ] 

Hi 

+ TR0MB0NE 

SHORTY 

Troy Andrews must have lique- 
fied brass in his bloodstream. 
The 25-year-old native of the 
Treme, who's appeared on the 

1 1BO series that shares a name 
with hia home hood, works 

vaunted tradition in that reper- 
toire than Hungary, where the 
TSkdcs Quartet was founded 
in 1975 by four students at the 
Franz Liszt Academy in Buda- 
pest. They have long since risen 
to the top ranks in the field. 

Their annual visit to Philadel- 
phia will be an all-20th-centuiy 

grined jazz man who’s sold his 
soul loOld Scratch in exchange 

hisequally youthful backing 
band, the bad-motherfuck- 
ers-fil led Orleans Avenue, the 
wiry wunderkind goes offlive, 
hisboundless stage show the 
musical equivalent of shotgun- 


the agenda] 


ninga pallet oTS-hour Energy. 
Seriously, last time 1 saw him. 
he covered “Shout " — corny- 


“Shout" — and every single 
person in the bui Idi ng Hipped 


behind tracksoff Shorty's lat- 
est , Far True ( \ferve ), from the 
NOLA bounce-i lied “Buck- 
jump" to the thick, lurching 
“Big 1 2,” which could very well 
resul t i n a drunk-ass Second 
Line down Spring Garden. 


2332100. uiphf/ycm. 

I electronic ] 

+ PLAID 

Ed HandleyandAndyTumer 
have been punming their brand 
of playfully innovative, agree- 
ably eggheaded mutant techno 
forover two decades — both 
as Plaid and ( early on) as two- 
thirdsof the legendary Black 
Dog Productions — but they've 


VICTOR 

WOOTEN 

LIVE 

11.17.11 


Hartke Clinic / Meet & Greet 
Thursday 
1:00-3:00 PM 

8th Street Music Showroom^ 
7815 Airport Hwy 
Pennsauken, NJ 
08109 

856-662-0800 
www.8thstreet.coi 


* Enter to Win 
a Zoom 03 
at the door! 




? § mmnmup 


STARGAZER LILY 
DIE SHAKERS 
ZELAZOWA 
JOHN 6 BRITTANY 
PLACID ADMIRAL 


TJLMTRUMI 


MIKE DOUGHTY 

SHIS BUND FANTASTIC 

SPEUAIUIEST& 

^ MOON HOOCH 
I JESSE RUBEN 


uM\mwmm¥!T 


SEAN ROWE A 
DIEGO GARCIAl 


Stei®st^A7 • Blonde Gang 11/25 • Stee||g73$ U/30 
Pierce The Veil 6 Miss Mayll2/1 • Blessthefall 12/2 
Dashboard Confessional (Solo Acoustic) 12/4 • Dir En Grey 12/9 
Between the Buried 6 Me 12/10 ■ Street Dogs 12/11 • Matisyahu 12/24 • the NewDeal 12/28 
Thursday. 5 mewithoutyou 12/30 • A Good Old New Year's with Good Old War 12/31 
Ste^SSf® r jl/5 • August Burns Red 3/3 • The Saw Doctors 3/13 • Marillion 6A5 


"lISSJ^^T 7PM! 


aAp UunoM m . 
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>ar PHUA^-PEMHa » 


.CONTEMPORARY . 
* AMERICAN FARE ” 

WITH VEGETARIAN AND VEGAN OPTIONS 

PARTISAN BEERS/W 
HAND-PICKED WINES 
^BRUNCH* 

MARE VQUR OWN SLQQDY MARY BAR 


1001 NORTH 2 NS STREET • PHILADELPHIA 
215-923-4600 • 11:30AM - 2AM DAILY 
BRUNCH SAT & SUN 11AM - 3PM 


is now accepting 
; submissions for our 8th 
; annual photo contest! 



mwwUTPHILLY.com 


UNI(8>N 

TRANSFER 


1026SPRINGGARDENST.215 2.T2 2100 


THU 

11/10 


SAT 

11/12 


SUN 

11/13 


WED 

11/16 


THU 

11/17 


FRI 

11/18 


SAT 

11/19 


M 


STATE RADIO 

20WEE 


STATE RADIO 

THE PS R KINGTON SISTERS 

KURT VILE & 
™ E VIOLATORS 

BLUES CONTROL. 

FAR-OUT EANGTOOTH 

TROMBONE 

§Sr®JS AVENUE 

ARCHITECTURE 
IN HELSINKI 

DOM. LOW n ENK 


PHANTOGRAM 

EKITMUSIC 


LOS 

CAMPESINOS! 

READING RAINBOW 

TRAMPLED 
BY TURTLES 

JONNt COR NO AW C 


11/20 CHRIS ROBINSON BROTHERHOOD 


11/26 WINTER BEERFEST 1m &Bw 


: SHOW US 
! YOUR PUPS 

. & WIN STUFF! 

| for a full list of rules, 
l deadlines & prize 
I information, please visit 
S www.goodogbar.i 


0 224 S. 15th St. 215.985.9600 
|phila, pa 19102 goodogb ar.com 



BT3 facebook.com/uniontransfer 

TWITTER.COM/UN1QNTRANSFER 


been allquiet on the album 
Irani for a while now, and pretty 
quiet allngethersave for some 
sporadic soundtrack work. 
Sdnlilli, released naturally 
enough through their storied, 
steadfast home base, Warp 

Plaid long-player since 2003’s 
Spokes, and it tumsoul not 
much has changed: Gi ve or take 

which might have actually been 
there all along, Handley and 
Turner are still doing it like 



nobody doesitanymorc, chock- 
full of the same perky, quirky 


will also be workshops on 
sine structure and theartof 
getting your page numbers on 
point. Comics factor into the 

hanging out at this venue. Says 
volunteer Sarah Rose, “It's less 
about dress-up and more about 
DIY media and the ethics of the 





11.14 


Irusty, populist underdogs 
amongst the world -class weir- 
dos (AphexTwin, Aulechre) of 
Warp's fabled '90s stable. 





4399849, johrmybrwndai.com- 

festival/workshop ] 

+ PHILLY ZINE FEST 

The annual Philly Zlne Feat 
bridges the gap between the 


+ MESHELL 
N DEGEOCELLO 

Aside from one Mellencamp- 
tainted run near the top of 
the charts nearly 20 years 
ago. singer&tmgwri ter/bass- 
ist Meshell Ndegracello has 
remained resolutely and 
undeservedly undo- the 
radar. She's a member of that 
noble breed of one-hit wonders 
whose remaining output isn't 
lacking in interest but exceeds 
the casual listener's taste for 







n.a TO««Y LEE £ DJ AESO o> st r . 

PACKSTAGE PASTf PIT 


II.2C 

12.? 


Gusto 0 ) SET - FOUNDATION SOOA 

t>7 sKpibule P7 SET - FOUNDATION BOO* 

Fat Complain Conctrt lulinSi Lag On In ticketm aSter 

« HOBA1SHOWBOAl.COM “n^r 5 .3o»o 

Snow ana bu|f*i packagit available 1 

Slay 


• 4- -fr -fr -fr -fc 4- 4- -fc y 


Union Transfer 

1026 Spring Garden St. 
Philadelphia PA, 19123 

I. . ■ V ‘ ' ‘ t ’ ' . I* 

Advance Tickets $33 

1,000 Tickets Will Be Sold 
Shorter Lines & More Space 

Unlimited Samples 










ROBERT STEVENS SCRATCH & DEM OUTLETS 


■DOBBS- 


Philadelphia's Most Iconic LIVE Music Venue 


Greg Saver Band The Jesse Minute 
The Good Excuses Robots & Racecars 
Call to Attraction I am Ughtlnlng 
Soraia Accidie 

The Defog Warner Drive 

Man On Earth Kid Felix 




mi 111 1 lining 


World Cafe Live 

PHILADELPHIA • EST. 2004 

’'At SHELl 
hDfcGSOCSLLO^ 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 • 7:30PM 


John Wesley Harding & The King Charles Trio 
FEATURING MEMBERS OF THE OECEMBERISTS l R E M. 
WITH THE MINUS FIVE • TUESDAY. NOV. IS • 7:30PM 


FAUX* * BYROM 

FORMERLY OF CELTIC THUNDER • SUNDAY. NOV. 13 • 8PM 


u/io Truth & Salvage Co. w 


*1/19 Chris Smither with andy frieoman 

ii/ao Tom Rush 

1S/6 AH IVENING WITH CorOy Taylor OF SLIPKNOT 

*s /7 John Doe OF X & THE KNITTERS 

12/ti Xirncna Sarinana with graffito 
12/13 Big Sam's Funky Nation 
*/* 3 Cracker & Camper Van Beethoven 


12 FILMS NOW & MORE STARTING IN JANUARY 


PHILADELPHIA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL 


i NOV. 

O 19 TH 


FILM 


FALL 

FESTIVAL 


VISIT PJFF.ORG FOR FULL SCHEDULE 
AND TICKETS OR CALL 215.545.4400 


Robert Stevens 


NEW AND SCRATCH & DENT 
APPLIANCE OUTLETS 

WE SPECIALIZE IN SCRATCH & GENT APPLIANCES 
CLO SEOUTS • OVERSTOCKS . . 


MICROWAVES • WASHERS • DRYERS * DISHWASHERS • RANGES * WALL OVENS 
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shoppingspree 


>■ SECOND CHANCES 
The Art Star Craft Bazaar, held each 
spring, is arguably the most visible 
arts-and-crafts show in town, hauling 
in huge ciowdsand expert Dl'ferstromall 
over the city. So it was no surp rise whe n 
organizers announced they would get 
in on some holiday action by throwing 
their frst-everwinter craft fair. It makes 
petted sense: an end-of-the-year cr alt 
market provides people the opportunity 
to get all their gift-getting accomplished atone venue while supporting our 
thriving local-artist set. 

Expect to see your typical spattering of gifted artstssellingeverything from 
jewelry and knitted designs to plush monstersand gorgeous handmade 201 2 
calendars — something you woiidn't hate taken a second look at when the 
last shindig happened in May 

And tor the bddamong you theresalsoallstof brow-raising outliers Local 
artist Beth Beverly's Diamond Iboth Taxidermy will tote exquisite, albeit 
controversial, wearable teadermy. Butif rocking deadfowl in your hair istoo 
extreme, look outforGilbert& Leona (pictured), agroup otcrafts people who 
repurpose found lealhertomake eccentrically asymmetrical bags, wallets and 
joumals.The leather typicaly comes kom indusky excess or thrift shops, but, 
as G&L's Dana Master puts it sometimes a gid hastoget creative: "All ol the 
bright and colorful little girl pouchesare made from leather cast-offs from a 
clown shoe manufacturer. ” Sat -Sid., Nov 19-20, 11a.m. -6p.m., tree, 23rd 
St Armory, 22 S. 23rd St, 215-238- 1557, artstarcrattba2aar.c0m. 

tiHia.west@citypaper.net) 



I sports/books ! 

+ THEPHILLY 
FAN’S CODE 

Ph illy ban always beena sports 
town chock-full of star athletes 
of super-human proportions, 
both in terms of their athletic 
ability and their egos. A lew 
York Times sportswriter Mike 
Tamer’s new bock. The Philiy 
Fan's Code I Temple. Aug 26). 
takes a look at the 50 most 
memorable athletes to have 
graced (or disgraced) our city’s 
stadiums in the past 50 years, 

immortalised them as legends. 
But this book doesnt rate 
players on physical ability and 
all-star appearances alone 
- The Philly Fan ’s Code also 
judges just how out-of-their- 
mind zany certain players were 

of Brotherly Love. Expect to 
read about T.O.'s infamously 
televised driveway workout 
alongside anecdotes of Mike 
Schmidt's glory days with the 


Fightin' Phils, or tales about 
Wilt Chamberlain’s wild sex- 
capades and world-renowned 
panty-dropping prowess that 

jaw-dropping 100-point game 
in 1962. 


2IS-5C7-I341.fnelihrriri.arg. 


TUESDAY 


11.15 


rock/pop I 

+ THE COAT- 
HANGERS 

Coathanger's third album. 
Larceny & Old Lace (Suicide 



Bootsie Bams - Oeiiis DiBLasm 


Deiiise Moiuona - Pesrl Willioitis 
OaRon GRavES Trio - Chuck andERSon 
Steve Greed {The BLEvaTORS 
SoulFuegd - BaRbonE Street Trio 
Shiror DEnisE $ WDjamm 
Olfie Moss / Dexter Kooiice Project 
JairiES "THundERbiRd" Food 
FomainE cooleu - andREa CaRLSon 
PHULLIS CHapELL - STEpHODIE KLEID 

Bruce anTHDnu 


muiuj.mediajazzbynjght.CDm/G10-56G-5039 


Adult Admission: $10 thru 11/IB • $15 on 11/19 



CITY AND COLOUR 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 8 


at The Balcony; 

Center Stage Promo presents LYRI CALLY F IT 
Hosted by T.H.E, of llourthow i Music by OJ Soulbutk : 2 

IWHTP! SHOWGIRLS : Movie Monday : 21+ 


i Lelana, Thee Nosebleeds, Scarehe :2l * 


il Shattered Sanctity, Glorg, Salsa Shark! 

q KARAOKE GUNG SHOWS CHINATOWN BEAT DOWN 
:] i Hay Marvel vt Cap corn 1 on ike Big ScieenD H os ted by Skeietor, 
Sponsored by Y-Nol Radio. Free Admission! Age 21 + 


-Jr 1003 Arch Street Philadelphia - 215.922.6888 
thetroc.com - rrvyspace.com/ttietrocaderotheatre 
Get Tickets at www.tlcketfly.cQm 
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MO £ 


FRIDAY 11.11 

2 YR ANNIVERSARY! 
PEX VS PLAYLOOP 
LEE MAYJAHS? 

DJ EVERYDAY 


SUNDAY 11.13 

SUNDAE 

GUEST EM SKEME RICHARDS 


MONDAY 11.14 

FLASH MOB PRESENTS: 

TH ICK N JUICY 
DR. EW-BOMBE-DEV79 


TUESDAY 11.15 

FLASH MOB PRESENTS: 
STINKY SMELLY 
CANNONS 
THE TWEEDS 
FAT HISTORY MONTH 


WEDNESDAY 11. IB 

DAMN RIGHT! 
SOMATA 
DJ GREG D 


Hates 


222 South Street. (21 S) 923-1999 
www.lavern222.com 


SUNDAY 

NFLTICKET 


6 TV'S ! 

SEANY GAME LIVE! 

S5 Kellie One Bloody Mary's 
S3 Mimosa': Si.50 Domestic Pitchers 
SS for 1 0 Wings S2 Boslcel of Fries 


SUNDAY 
'IN THE BIZ 
NIGHT” 
SPECIALS 

8PM 12AM 

$10 Bucks IsofMlllor light 

SS Choc Berry Cosmo's 
S2 Chili Dogs 
S.50 cent Wings 
20* off your bill 
ifyou'rein the Industry 






STEP 12: 


DRINKING IS THE 
SPIRITUAL 
FOUNDATION OF ALL 
OUR TRADITIONS, 
EVER REMINDING US 
TO PLACE DRINKS 
IN FRONT OF 
OURSELVES TO 
ENJOY. 



I stay or should I go? — and 
find that the heart, and the 
mind aren't always aligned. 
“Go Away" is a chirpy kiss-off; 
the rickety rock 'n' roll “Well 
Alright" makes the case for 
staying in place. And as the 
Jay Reatard tribute “Jaybird" 

led behind who hurt like hell. 



electronic ] 

+ BALAMACAB 

When Alec Koone — the 20- 
year-old Mechanicsburg native 
who takes his recording alias 
from the name of a Mayan 
demigod — first started 


perhaps a tad erroneously. 



Angle), things have changed. 
The beat s (which were only 
vaguely comparable to house 
in the first place) have been 


torpid trip-hop territory, and 

ness in the syrupy atmospher- 
ics and enigmatically tweaked 


populates his productions has 
been replaced by stately quasi- 



classicism and an unearthly 
ethereality more redolent of 
angels or aliens. Or maybe 
mermaids: It's hard to deny 
that this is pretty sopping- 
sounding stuff, awash in drips, 
droplets, burbles and all sorts 
ofsubmerged sounds. Maybe 
brings bathingsuiL 












WEDNESDAY 
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11.16 

I world | 

+ TINARIWEN 

The Algerian desert -bom 
Tbuaregswho make upTinari- 

similar to. say. Nusral Fateh 

of spacious melody. Yet rather 
than domesticate themselves 
in the tipsy traditions of native 
instrumentation, the rugged 


Algeria, and it's doubly true of 

(Anti-). The raw, s trippod-dow n 
gallop ofila guitars ( think 
Keith Richards joiningTblevi- 
sion at their most hypnotic) 
backs Tinariwen'screeping 
call-and-response vocals and 
willful droning wails. Western 
musicians from TV on the Radio 
and Dirty Dozen Brass Band 
were added into the mix without 
losing Tinariwen’s timeless 
desolate ambience or epically 
nuanced groove. Keep in mind 
that this band rarely makes it to 
the US. and act accordingly. 


s'. ie,8p.m..m.B<om. 

Mr Hunter and The Pmltrn. 
raHmArehSl..2IS-922- 


band chose electric guitars to 
fuel their revolution and picked 

particular sound has been in 
effect since the group began in 
the late 70s in 'Ihmanrasset, 



• FOB COMPREHENSIVE 





215 - 558-2471 
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B MAN BITES DOGS 


| HOT DIGGITY! I 630SouStSL, 267-886-9253, the- 
hotdiggity.com. Open Mon-Thu., i1a.m-t0p.m.;Fri- 
Sat., 11am.-llpm.;Sun., Uam.-9p.m. Hot dogs, 
S3-S6 ; ties, $2. 50 $4. 50. BYOB. 

- iFTHEHOTdogsatSouthStreet’sHotDiggity! 
were actual dogs, they'd be greyhound rescues. 
Long and skinny, the all-beef Sabrettf ranks are 
tasty, with a light smokiness and a natural-casing 
snap; butwithouttheadditionsthislinkery piles on, 
they'd shiver themselves intoa coma. 

Nothing wrong with Sabrett, but when the buns 
are square-shouldered Lisdo'sand the toppings 
come four or five at a time, only a plumper dog will 
do. Three -quarters through each creation I tried, I 
was eating bread and toppings. 

And yet I still have a strange, intense affection 
for this funny mint-green shop. Managing partner 
Keith Garabedianandhis three high school buddies 
have carved out a culinary niche. From biweekly 
Bad Movie Nights tothe cool craft soda collection, 
there's a joy and spunk here that's infectious. 

The franks aren'tthe point, anyway. Each dog 
has several toppings , listed on posters by illustrator 
Hawk Krall. The dressed dogs jet-set from Chicago 
(the Windy City, sprinkled with celery salt) to Mexico 
(a Fiesta Dog dressed like a taco) to Hawaii (the 
z Big Kahuna, with guava mustard, grilled onions, 
S pineapple salsa and habanera aioli). 

< Of the five dogs I sampled, the Kahuna was my 
> favorite; while it sounds overwrought, each island- 
5 inspIredcondimenthaditsownglimmer.Themuskl- 
; ness of the mustard. The al pastor-1 ike bite of the 
5 plneapple.Thekickofthemayo.Thesweetnessof 

1 theonions.Eachcomponentcamethrough. 

2 The fresh.crunchy Sagon Fusion came in second, 
1 getting the banh mi treatmentwith house-pickled 
i cukes. carrcts.aTantroandjalapehos. and lalso liked 

the special Oktoberfestdog.AThanksgiving dog is 
= on for November, but it’ll be hard to best October’s 
« outfit of rauchbier mustard, comichons, fresh horse- 
| radish and red cabbage pickled with green apple 
t and juniper. The bacon-wrapped Texas Hold-Em, 
* striped with Percy Street's Old Faithful sauce, and 
a Cincinnati Skyline, loaded with nachocheese and 
j house-made chili, brought up the rear. 

J Do not miss the fnes. piled in paper cones that 
c rest in round holes along the communal tables. 
« Hot, brown and salty, the blocky Belgian frites are 
j some of the best in town, served with 15 sauces 
m for a quarter each. Baked beans with pork belly 
S werejustintroducedthisweek.They'raaslde,but 
i Icertainlywouldn'tmindthemonadog. 



slow and steady 

GOING LONG 

Why all the best fall dishes take forever 
to cook. By Brion Shreffler 

W ith so many of us claiming we’ve got no time to cook. 

there's much to learn from chefs who show us what’s pos- 
sible once you slow things down. 

Many multi-step, multi-day, long-haul dishes, in addition to being 
entrenched within specific cultures, are deeply 
connected to the calendar, with an emphasis on 
manipulating fat in an unobtrusive way. “It's 
indicative of die season — you’re not going to 
do these heavy braises in July” says chef Chris 
Painter of II Pittore, whose menu nods to the old- 
world predilection for slow-cooked everything But Italy is far from 
the only country to specialize in painstaking preparation. 

Take Brauhaus Schmitz chef Jeremy Nolen’s sauerbraten . Lean 
yetjuicy, every iota offlavoris summoned and strengthened by 
a prolonged process. Nolen places large pieces of beef rump in a 
red wine and red wine vinegar marinade with whole peppercorns, 
allspice, star anise, bay leaf juniper berries, cloves andonions and 
lets it go for a full week. 

That vinegar is key, both tothe science behind the marinade and 
the sauerbra ten’s resultant taste, a marriage of acidic tang with 
lush, beefy flavor. In addition to denaturing protein, the vinegar 
complements the flavors of a less tender cut of meat that requires 


time to reach its potential. After marinating, Nolen braises the 
meat in the same liquid, nudging the pieces into cords. The beef’s 
mild tang is amplified by sauerbraten ’s traditional accompani- 
ment, a sharp side of red cabbage. 

Similar levels of patience are required in the kitchen at Matyson, 
where Ben Puchowitz serves pork cheeks. “You can’t just sear 
them ,” he says, as you'd end up with a nasty, chewy mess. “You’re 
spending labor to make a tough cut of meat into something much 
more amazing that what you started with.” 

Puchowitz begins by searing salt into the raw cheeks ahead of 
adding apples, jalapeho, garlic, carrot, onions and celeiy, along with 
star anise , cinnamon, brown sugar and white wine. From here, the 
cheeks braise at a low temp for hours, the 
- = - 1 best way to make the fat manageable.The 

1 AT C l TYRAremqET / cheeks sit overnight, which helps the fat 
1 MEALTICKET separate. The next day, Puchowitz adds 

fresh vegetables, apples, bacon and Napa 
! cabbage and stews it carefully on the stovetop. When ready to serve, 

; the well -wrought fattiness of the cheeks is cut by the addition of 
pickled mustard seeds and a squeeze of lime juice. 

Painter’s slo-mo treatment of pork, meanwhile, involves him 
packing suckling pigs in salt overnight before giving them the confit 
treatment: cooking them in their own fat for as long as six hours, 
then storing them overnight so they reabsorb it all. The next day, 
Riinter removes the bones, presses the meat down flat with trays 
stacked with heavy cans and lets it sit overnight once more. The day 
after, he cuts out porcine rectangles and pan-roasts them. "The skin 
at this point is very thin and crispy, especially due to the curing’s 
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Going Long 

<« conttHjed frcni prevwue page 

“Anybody can take a 
shortcut. I have time — 
so why not do it right?” 

help, which pulls all the fat out," Painter explains. 

Indeed, with this brand of cooking, fat is an asset never 
to be wasted. That’s why Pierre Calmels doesn’t press 
his terrines. “The fat would be pushed down to the bot- 
tom and the top layer would be dry — [it] has to be even," 
says the Bibou chef on a day when he’s serving pheasant 
leg terrine. The bird's gaminess is reined in by the addi- 
tions of salty pork and fine gras in a 60-20-20 ratio. The 
Frenchman marinates eveiything overnight in salt, pep- 
per and brandy — fudging this time is doubly risky, as 
the alcohol requires hours to bind, and a terrine produced 
with overmoist, undercured meat will crumble apart. 

Grinding follows, then the addition of pistachio and 
cranberry forcolor. Everything’s then mixed with egg 
and heavy cream and layered into a mold that sits in a 
water bath inside a 350-degree oven. From here it has 
to rest overnight again to ensure cooling and binding is 
complete. When it's done, Calmels slices the terrine and 
serves it with house-pickled chanterelles and onions and 
an indulgent, seasonally friendly chestnut puree. 

At The Farmers' Cabinet, Jason Goodman furthers fat- 
based Gallic advocacy with another classic: torchon au 
foie gras. He splits foie lobes into pieces, adds curing salt, 
cracked pepper, thyme and fresh bay leaf before bathing 
them in cognac, Madeira and sauteme for 24 hours. “You 
need that time to let the flavors penetrate the foie,” says 
Goodman . He then poaches it in duck fat ahead of it being 
pushed through a tamis to create a creamy consistency. 
Goodman then reapplies the marinade to work in more 
flavor before cooling the liver and rapidly wrapping and 
hangingitin rolls for another 24-hour period. Two days 
after starting, Goodman can plate up the torchon with 
fruit accompaniments and duck-fat-painted brioche. 

Han Dynasty's Han Chian g, on par with the aforemen- 
tioned braises, loads up fat with flavor before returning 
it to its source in controlled measure. His restaurant’s 
tea -smoked dude bears Sichuan peppercorns, scallions, 
ginger and salt via a marinade applied to whole quackers 
for a full day. The birds air-dry the next day to tighten up 
before tile process of smoking over wood chips and tea. 

After that, the duck is braised in a broth made from the 
marinade, rushing in fat and flavor-rich moisture before 
its shredded . The kitchen stir-fries the meat with ginger 
and scallion and serves it with crisp wisps of green pep- 
per and ginger. You're not getting hit with the full brunt 
of flavors — the caramelized skin and chewy meat, the 
permeating smokiness — without that initial marinat- 
ing process. Tt takes all that time and care — you can t 
get that flavor any other way,” says Chiang. “Ifyou miss a 
step, the texture and the flavor will be off" 

There are rules that many people took years to estab- 
lish,” says Calmels of why he sides with tradition where 
labor is concerned. “Anybody can take a shortcut. But I 
have time to do it — so why not do it right?” 

(restaurants<8citypaper.net) 




HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, t TO «PM 
U OFF ALL DRAFTS - a WELL DRINKS 
AND a GLASSES OF WINE 

u ROTATING SF1FCT DOMESTIC BOTTLE SPECIALS 

HAPPY HOUR. MENU 

NOTHING OVER M 


COME ENJOY ABBAYES AWESOME BRUNCH 

H BLOODY MARYS AND MIMOSAS 
nOfFDnfu 

THURSDAY QUIZZO- wo PM 
SUNDAY KARAOKE -.oPM 

COMING SOON 

“YOU BUY THE GLASS NIGHT 


WWW.THEAIIAYE.NET 63/ N. 3RD STREET 2 1 5-627-671 1 





Best of phiUy 2011. 


' 7 DAY LUNCH 


DNNER BUFFET 


With (hu coupon 


»£ f»0FF 

No coupom or (Not valid with any 

NOW 

SERVING 

BEER 

promobom EXPIRATION DATE 11/17/11) 


I 
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MIDDLE EASTERN & LEBANESE CUISINE SINCE 1986 

Cuisine. . Open, 7 days a. week. 

Hummus, Kibeh, Kabob, 

Grape Leaves, Falafel, and Seafood specialty 


616 S. 2" <l Street 
215.925.4950 
w.cedarsrestaurant.c 
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■(>’ 


neo Ca.te/Ltnq 

■ofSir—" J 


f-Rjax uiul i\l C U A 3Co£uL 

Jones Catering 
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A BREW WITH A VIEW 
& CREATIVE PUB FARE 
AT PHILLY’S NEW ROOST 
Overlooking 
the Avenue of the Arts 

1345 Locust Street 
At Broad & Locust 
215-546-4090 

perchpub.com 


* 



SPECIAL 4 COURSES 

ROOM $30 ADULTS | $15 CHILDREN 
RATES NOON -7PM 
AVAILABLE TO-GO DINNERS 

WHY NOT FEAST AT HOME? 
PREPARED FOR YOUR PICK-UP. 
FOR INFORMATION 
& RESERVATIONS 
CALL 215.790.7752 


y % KBAFTWIM _ 
KITCHEN 1/2 OFF 

ALWAYS / ,■ |V? E LVE | 

OPEN 

LATE 

SDN-THOHS 11PM-2AM 

-Jsv 



□ 


frenzy 

By Draw Lazor 



NOW SEATING 


Blrra | The East Passyunk corridor got a bit boozier 
with the opening of Birra, Gordon Dinerman's corner 
pizzeria and craft beer drinkery just off 1 1th and Tasker. 
Dinerman (City Tap House, Buddakan, Barclay Prime) 
is working out of a brick oven for pretty much all of his 
menu, which features pizzas (topped with everything 
from duck confit to capocollo; you can also build your 
own), salads, panini, family-style platters (crudo, salumi) 
and composed dishes (Dinerman’s grandmother's meat- 
balls; whole branzino). Nine beers on tap and about 50 in 
bottles. Birra’s serving dinner only, Tuesday to Sunday, 
for right now. 1 700 E. Passyunk Ave., 267-324-3127. 

Molly Malloy's | Produce kings Vinnie and Jimmy 
Iovine have dramatically overhauled Reading Terminal 
Market’s bummer of a beer garden to make room for 
Molly Malloy’s, a polished pub with ample elbow room, 
affordable food and a local-heavy beer selection. Chef 
Bobby Fisher is putting out gastropubbish grub like 
braised oxtail with carrot ketchup on ciabatta and 
“hearty as all hell” Irish beef stew. It’s open the same 
hours as RTM: Mon, -Sat., 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 9 a m, -5 
p.m. Reading Terminal Market, 12th and Arch streets, 
267-525-1001, mollymalloysphilly.com. 

Rival Bros Coffee | Jonathan Adams (Pub & Kitchen, 
Hie Diving Horse) and his longtime friend Damien 
Pileggi (La Colombe) are officially on the streets with a 
truck serving the Rival Bros coffee they roast themselves. 
The four-wheeled cafe, which serves drinks and sells 
beans by the bag, operates weekdays from 7 to 10:30 
a.m. at LOVE Park and bounces around in the afternoon 
(they’re fond of 33rd and Arch). Follow them for the latest 
locales: twitter.com/rivalbroscoffee. rivalbroscoffee.com. 

LITTLE VITTLES 

Ullvo, the Italian BYO from former Sovalo chef/owner 
Joseph Scarpone, opens tonight at Passyunk and 
Catharine. ► Chip Roman and Jason Clchonski’s 
Queen Village collabo, Ela (627 S. Third St. ), opens Fri., 
Nov. 11. 


Oot A Tip? Please send restaur 
or call 215-735-8444, ext, 218. 
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ThePleasureGardenClub.com 
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INTRODUCING “QUEENSWALK 


; 16 Spectacular New Construction Townhomes for rent in Queens Village! This NEW gated 
j community & development located at 5 11 ’ & Montrose St features 3 beds. 3 baths, and one 
j car garages in a private courtyard setting w/ 2100 SF of Living Space. Call today to schedule 
an appointment to visit our completed model and reserve your unit now 

MOVE IN DATE DEC. 1ST, 2011. Rent $2450 & up. Call: 215-266-7118 


■ Smalls large |obs 

■ Stale and dty licensed and Insured 

can 215 869 0444 








JAKE! 

PIT DULL MIX - 6-7 MONTHS OLD 

Hi! I'mJolw. osweerbuxeec/eneig/iwastoiridos 
otrraycndwcuIdkareahomewhefelcQnberojghr 
bosic cormands so 1 can become the bed dog I con be 
I om goodnotured. but possibly o bit 100 jumpy to lure 
with chilcsen of coo Are you the one (Or me? 



SPRING 
GARDEN 
INDOOR 
ANTIQUE & 
VINTAGE PLEA 
MARKET 


EVERY SATURDAY NOW THRU APRIL 

820 SPRING GARDEN STREET 
(9TH & SPRING GARDEN) 1 91 23 

8AM TIL 4PM 

More Dion 60 Vendors From Die Tri-Stale Area 
Featuring Antiques, ColectMes, Vintoge Furniture. 
Architecture Srivoge, Artwork, Pottery, Glassware, 
Jewekyt Much Morel 

Free Parking / Free Adoduioa / ATM / Food Court 
/ Honda*) AccessMe 


21 5 - 625 - FLEA (3532) 

www.PhilaFleaMorkets.org 




HILLTOP at FALLS RIDGE 

CALL MOW FOR MORE IRFORMAtlOR! 

215.844.8888 
Starting at 

$259,990 


located al Schooinouse In. & Ridge Ave. 
Sat 11 5 | Son 12-5 
Men - Frl By Appointment 



LOVE. LIFE. HERE. 


Own a 2 Bedroom. 1 Car Garage 
Home for just 1,316.27* 
a month at Hilltop at Falls Ridge. 

✓ Full closing costs - PAID* 

✓ lyearofHOA costs- PAID* 

✓ $1,500 worth of 
moving costs - PAID’ 

✓ New Furniture with your 

NEW HOME - FREE!’ 

✓ 10-year real estate tax 
abatement - INCLUDED’ 

Sign up (or out member’s list and stay up to dale on 
deals at wostnjmhomos.com/rwi0stor 


1=1 WESTRUM.COM i D ” 1 * 11 ”* 1 




MARKETPLACE 

thousands of items here and online at philly*COm 










apartment phiiiy'com 

marketplace — 




TEMPLE UNIVERSITY AREA APTS 


LAUNDRY-PARKING 21 


m 


GERMANTOWN 


Sft. 


waihar/dryor, Call <302)963-52i 




ad 609.408.9298 



N. Phlla 267707.6129 


l? n a l hl. 5 ‘iic| B Qo 3 ') 2 Tl 


lh, $100/wk 215-866-0461 




atosir 


S Lehigh S90-S130/wk. I 


ipanl $375mo, 267-751-9020 


S125/wk. lit ll* Included. 215-T60-0206 


S5th/Thompson turn $115/(135 wl 




10.215-572-8833 


ilshed,$100/wk. (2671249-63 


$85-512 5/wk SSI ok. <215)668-4812 




a. 215-287-2424 


waihar/diyar. pnv entranc. 215.8792570 






Shore cable Coll (2151470-24 


VISUAL/HEARING ACCESSIBLE 


★★★ 





LAWNDALE 3br/2ba 1 


MAYFAIR 28R/18a S8SO 


ANDALUSIA 


NY. Plama Call (215)639-20 


il only S600/mo. Call 484-270-8639 


hg£ck°gaiabo h |l)e'»l| ll '(85*6) r 98 , 3T7^7 f ' n ' 

BBfc 


SMI 






1 1 


er. Carol 215-928-9632 


★★★★★ 


power, Call 215-678-7878 / 3 




PA l “Vio 203 6*561°' 






ms m atg m rm? 

Intrepid ‘01 CO AC. clnln/oeU63k 11499 i 

s^ppisapBi: 


taGLS 2003 S5000 % 



[•id* 




Sign up at philly.com and click on Dealyo 















JDetifsiDen 


'h PRICED 
DRAFTS 

WEEKDAYS 5-7PM 


17 Stating 'drafts 
Close to 200 bottles 



Building Blocks to Total Fitness 

12 Years of experience. Offering 
personal fitness training, nutrition 

Specialize in osteoporosis, injuries, 
special needs. In home or at 

12th Street Gym. InfokoKpriol.com 

Marijuana Anonymous 

in Philadelphia 


GREAT AMERICAN 

GUITAR SHOW- OAKS, PA. 
Novem ber 1 2 & 1 3, Greater 
Philadelphia Expo Center. 

100 Station Ave. Oaks, PA. Route 
422, Exit at Oaks. Sat. 10-6, 

Sun. 10-4. 100's of exhibitors, 
1000's of instruments. Mega Show! 
Adm. S12. Bee-3 Vintage 
(828)298-2197 
www.bee3vintage.com. 

Executives, Etc. 

Massage Services, Etc. 

1 BUY RECORDS, CD’S, DVD’S 

TOP PRICES PAID. 

No collection too small or large! 

We buy everything! 

Call Jon at 215-805-8001 or e-mail 
dingol5@hotmail.com 


STUDY GUITAR W/ THE BEST 

All Styles All Levels. 

Former Berklee faculty member. 
Masters Degree with 25 yrs. 

63 2 lsSI L8640 nCe 
www.davidjoel.net 

FRIDAY: 

PEX VS PLAYLOOP 

LEE MAYJAHS? & DJ EVERYDAY 

SATURDAY: 

DJ DEEJAY 

SUNDAY: 

WWW 

DANCE PARTY 11PM -2AM 

Volpe Cycles Fairmount 

Grand opening Nov2 

S25 Tune up special 
now through February 

20% off all in stock items 
(this week only). 

25th and Aspen 

Open M-F 8nm -7pm 9-1 sat & sun 

THE EL BAR 

Happy Hour 
Mondays-Fridays 5-7pm 

S2.50 Kenzinger Pints & More! 
215-634-6430 

www.myspace.com/the el bar 

Open every day 4 pm - 2am 

Sat S Sun Brunoh 10am -4pm 

5th S Spring Carden 
wwwjllkcltyplillty.com 

Theatre Exile Presents 
Gruesome Playground Injuries 

bv Rajiv Joseph. 11/10-12/4 
Philadelphia Shakespeare Theatre 
2111 Sansom Street 
www.TheatreExile.org 

TEOUILA SUNRISE RECORDS 

525 West Girard Ave 

DANCERS WANTED 

Flexible hours, will train^ 

^ S Cal HOW 707-6075 >en 


Fashion Fetish? 


More by 26 designers. 
PASSIONAL Boutique 
704 S. 5th St. 

Noon- 10PM, 7 days a week 
www.passionalboutique.com 

M Goldman Investigations 

When you need to know the truth!!! 
Confidential , Licensed Investigators 

Cal 24 hours 1-800-505-5423 

HAPPY HOUR AT THE DIVE 

FREE PIZZA! 

$2 BEER OF THE WEEK! 

S2 WELL DRINKS! 

ITS AMAZING! 
PASSYUNKAVE 
th & CARPENTER) 


215-41 

. vs P ac * 


conVthedive 


FULLBLOWN CHERRY NOV 18 
International Rockabilly 
Recording Stars! 

@ ROCK THE JOINT 
JACKS TWIN BAR S5 


+ Market, 


SEMEN DONORS NEEDED 

Healthy, College Educated Men 
18-39 - SI 50/Sample 

WWW.123DONATE.COM 

RECLAIMED TIMBER BENCHES 
ON STEEL LEGS 

Designed by local architect. 
Hand made with an elegant 
emphasis on detail to connections 
& materiality. Great for dining 
rooms, kitchens, the foot of the 
bed or your garden. For inquires & 
literature, call 215.923.1115 

ST. NICHOLAS RUSSIAN 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 
PRESENTS OUR 40th ANNUAL 
ETHNIC FESTIVAL 

November llth-13th,Noon-4pm 
Homemade Ethnic Foods, 
Holiday Shopping, 

Tours of our Histone Church. 
Free Admission and Parking 
817 North 7th Street 

215-922-9761 





LIKE NO OTHER FURNITURE STORE I 

GROSSMAN 
SELLS BEDDING 
FOR LESS! 

In Old City Philadelphia, 206 Arch St. 
200+ brands. 7 levels. 20°/o-60% Offl 
800.GR0SSMAN/ 800.476.7762 
FREE Parking. FREE Decorator Service. 
www.GrossmanFumiture.com 
Showrooms 8 Catalog Library, Since 1929. 


VERY GOOD 

- BEER LIST HAS GROWN 

TO EriC' PROPORTIONS 

KITCHEN HAS... ADDED 
AN EXTRA BELL 
WITH PERHAPS THE 
CITY’S BEST FRITES, 
SOME STELLAR BEER- 
BATTERED FISH AND 
VERY GOOD MUSSELS- 


GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 




501 Worth 13th St. 215.238.1 81 B theprohibitiontapioom. 









